¥ GIDS TOT GROOT-DRAKENSTEIN

Hierdie gids dek alle bekende klimroetes tussen
Hutchinson-bastion in die noorde en Banhoek-spltzkop
in die suide. Die be;krywings bestaan hoofsaaklik

uit uittreksels uit artikels wat in die Joernale van
die Bergklub van Suid-Afrika verskyn het. Waar dit
nodig gevind is, is aanvullende aantekeninge bygevoeg
of plek gelaat vir aantekeninge met die oog op verdere
inligting wat omtrent die roetes bekend mag word.
Geseiskappe wat nuwe roetes in hierdie gebied open'of
kommentaar op bestaande roetes wil lewer, Word versoek
om die besonderhede aan die Efésekretaris,.Aﬁdeling
Stellenbosch, Bergklub van Suid-Afrika, Posbus 152,
Stellenbosch, te stuur vir byvoeging tot die gids.

GROOT DRAXENSTEIN GUIDE

This guide covers all known routes between Hutchinson
Buttress in the north and the Eanhoek Spitzkop in the
south, The descrintions are mostly excerpts from
articles which appeared in the Journal of the Mountain
Club of South Africa. Additional information is given
where necessary. Parties opening new routes in this
area, or wishing to comment on existing ones; are
requested to submit details to the Hon. Secretary,
Steéllenbosch Section, M.C.S5.A., P.0O. Box 152,

Stellenbosch, for inclusion in the guide.
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1. Groot Drakenstedn Toak, N.W., Buttiresas (Hutnhinson Huft.)
2. Shipley's Route
3. "C" Route on Duiwelstand
k. Desperation Ridge
5. Desperation Buttress
X = Entrance to Duiwelskloof

’rj" -

:Buller,skb,b as seen frimme hut

1. n@e Route 2. Sepladder Ridge
3. Buller's Far & Jettison Ridge

. X = Caves
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 -1n.the Western Province.

GROOT DRAFWNSTEIN PEAK“ N W BUTTR?SS

(HUT“HINSON BUTTRESS)

_ :fDescrlptlon of flrst ascent by A B Berrlsforﬁ JH.S.A.
f-f_“Journal 1934 : : ST

Groot Drakensteln Peak b981des belng a most 1ntercst1ngflﬁﬁ

H-}its splended buttresses is the great north Westorp rldge Whlch

_;Tseparwtes the famous Duivel's Kloof on the west from the

'T Waterva1 Kloof on the cast.,

' mountaln ig also one of the most exten51Ve and ma551ve peaks -
ouite the most consplcuoua of all =

S

Its magnlflcent skyllne can be_“"'

gk

'?Qvery well seen from Hellshoogte Pass, whilst any mountaineer + -

::7trave111nv to Prench Hoelk bv rail or road cannot help belng

'ﬁ;g impressed by the 1HSP1T1n& Droportlons of ‘this tremendous

buttress.j""

_ Tor many years cllmbers have discussed the p0531b111t199f f 
of this ridge as 2 way of climbing the peak, The only ' .

in Waterval Kloof and without great difficulty climbed the

serioug attempt on the buttress was made about five: years ag°7 "i
by a strong party of 0lub members. They had left their camp'}_ 

' lower portion of the buttress, until reaching the base of thé§ 'W

'.most ;imposing middle sectlon, an exceptionally sheer wall Of:ff-'

some 800 feet in height.

7_ get g considerable way up this middle sectlon, but ow1ng to

The party in question were able tof‘ﬁ

extreme difficulties, coupled with bad rock and the 1ateness_'-”

'*f;of the hour, were forced to return.

!

‘& new ascent, I had noticed that it appeared p0551b1e to out~-3h:

flank the sheer centre section by traversing acrogss on the
western gide fa01ng Simonsberg, and by so doing to ascend a
nnmber of rock barrlers and gullles until it was possible to

att11n a good ledge, which obv1ously led back to the skyllne g5

of. the buttress above the bad 800 Ffoot section on.the fronu
edge.

‘r:;ﬁt

ly to tackle this project. Also camping at Waterfall Kloof

 forx the night before the ascent, P.B. Jrowhurst, G.H. Morton,

CW.J. du Plessis and the writer left before 6.30 z.m. and -
+strode up the preliminary siopes.

&

Whilst comsidoring the D0551b111t1es of this buttress as

Not until November the 25th, 1934, were we able def1n1te~  A

Ly

We reached the flTSt rocké}

‘about 100 yards from the outermost edge of the buttress on the"

Waterfall Klobf side where it had been noticed that a stecp
green gully slanted obliquely up to the right, flnlshlng on
the creoﬁ of the buttress, “The ecully was found to. be ‘easy

A




o GBOOT DRAKENSITIN PDAK H:W BUTTRVSS

(HUT"'HINSON BUTTRESS ) |
:DEScrlptlon.Of flrst qscent by A, B Berrlsford _M;ﬁuS.A;
Jourual 1934 ' ' o R

Groot Drakenstein Peak, b951des belnc a most 1nterest1ng
' mountaln is also one of the most extensive and ma551ve peaks

~ in the Western Prov1nce. Ouite the most consplcuous of all -

its splended buttresses is the great north westorn rldge whlchf ]

'separates the famous Dulvel’s IKloof on the west from the
'Waterval Kloof on the’ cast, = Its magnlflcent skwllne can e
very Well seen from Hellshoogte Pass, ‘whilst any mountalneer'
travelllnw to French Hoek bv rail or road cannot help belng S
lmpressed by the 1nsp1r1ng proportions of this tremendous |
buttress._ B '

TFor many years cllmhers have dlscussed the p0581b111tles  '?

of this ridge as a way of climbing the peak The only _
serious attempt on the buttress was made about five years ago'
by a strong party of 0lub members. They had lef+t their campﬁ'

- in Waterval Kloof and without great dlfflculty climbed the

lower portion of the buttress, until reachihg the base of the jf 

 most imposing middle section, an exceptionally sheer wall of
~ some 800 feet in height. The party in guestion Were.able7tdhif 

'get a considerable way up this middle sectlon; but ow1ng too
extreme difficulties, coupled with bad rock and. the lateness"ﬂ*
the hour, were forced o return, ' ST

Whilst considering the p0551b111t1es of this buttress as.

'a new agcent, I had noticed that it appeared possible to out—: ff

"flank the sheer cenbre section by traver51ng across on the e
western side facing Simonsberg, and by so doing to ascend B

number of rock barriers and gullies-until it was p0581b1e to-*;f*

attain a good ledge, which obviously led back to the skyllne
of the buttress above the bad 800 foot section on the front

edge. : _ L i
Not until November the 25th 1934, were we. able deflnlte— f:3
1y to tackle this progect Also camplng at waterfall Kloof ' .

for the night before the ascent, P.B, Jrowhurst, G.H. Morton,;ff”

W.J. du Plessis and the writer left before 6.30 a.m. and-

strode up the preliminary slopes,- Ve reached the first rockaff_

~about 100 yards from the outermost edge of the buttress on the?fﬁ
Waterfall Kloof side where it had been noticed that a stecp E
green gully slanted obliquely up to the right, flﬂlshlng on- s
the cremt of the buttresq mghe gully was Found to_be easy,.ﬁ;@f



'_xrockwork on the crest of the buttress in the de51red dlrectlon g
.:5and no: real dlfflcultles were encountcred untll We rcached the_'

" foot of the sheer middle sectlon whlch had repulsed tho : _'_

'prev1ous party._; A - '._s~ P L ;-' __” _ﬂ ¢%
i As it was 6ur d031re to do the qulckest p0551ble route %nd

:ﬁ as we had to be back in Town that same nlght, we decided not tO'f
"attemptthc mlddle scctlon, but droppcd down the slope from‘the_u

.baso of the 800 foot wall for about 100 feet from whlch p01nt":
we commenced our traverse near a pocullar brown coloured 'holef -

or small cave. Pontlnulng the traverse and rising up a few _
'feet, we came to a point where the ledge we were on dlmlnlshcd Q;
"grcatly, and necessitated our climbing down fox about eight '

feet and cllmblng up just beyond, through some small trees tq_

a fair stance 20 feet away. Beyond this traverse'naTIOWGdg' _
again and, after passing round a protruding corner, wo'droppéd'__
~down a 15 foot crack to where the ledge broadencd slightly once
nore., Twenty yards further on at the same level the travevseb“
almost petered out again, forcing us to climb carcfully for 80 .
feet or so over a big drop. The ledge broadening once more;' 
we soon arrived at a small watercourse, Just to uhG left of__
thls, we ascended an undercut bresk which took us np over :

several fect to a good resting placec. Now came a short lepe}

ending at a blank wall. Worlking round to the right bbyohd' _ 
 the wall, we covered about 150 fecet of casy rock, flnlshlng aﬁ

a 50-foot barrier. Several possibilities appcared horo,'and 2
wo eventuzlly chose a thin slit in a reccess on tho loft of thc
3'p01nt at which we had emerged, Tt was noticed that we wore |

'nbout 50 yards from the great blank red cliffs so notlccablc-:

ﬁ; :7;3Ifrom anywhoro on the slopes below. Ascending the =1it was _

o ‘found to be & ticlklish bit of work, the climbing approachlng
"EMstandard throughout. Above this, 40 fect of rather ca31er. '
.:Work carried us to a broad ledge which we could see cxtbndcd '
‘right across to the left and would talke us without %ny dlffl—i_.

culties whatever to the promincnt shoulder on tho actual
skyline and immediately above the 800-foot scction, _Whlch we
had now avoidcd, _ ' _ _
It did not take us long o rcach the shoulder whore we i
 haltcd and admired the amazing vicws down into m@ﬁoffall'Klboffff
with its 300-Toot watcrfall, and behind us a truly magnlflcant f;
view of 3imonsberg with its cloud-bedecked summit. “_“'”
Overhead our buttress appeared fea51blc and wo startod S
off on the first pltch, a 2b-foot face rather undorcut at 1tq'{:ﬁ
commenecment, Just abovc we cntered a gap botween blg :

dctachod rock and the main face.. Tmmediately 1n front Wore . 
. . - i : :



':fman thn 1eador was ablo to complote thc crack w1th safoty, and
'roached a good stanco and bolay 35-fcct up _ Our TOUuO noxt ;f
g lﬂy ovcr=raLhcr casicr faccs for 40~foot boavlnv to the rlght i

| E'111450 a furthor 15 feot crack, Whlch provod rather akward of

', complct1on ow1ng to its bulvlng oy1t ' Thlrty foct of O&SlCT:  5
work then found us on a good lodgo to thc 1cfﬁ thro we hullt L
L a largo bcaoon o : ' ' L ik
Wu then followcd over a cloan faco which 1cd Lo a stccp
'gwocgc shapbd crack of some 30 fect. ﬂllmblng thms crack wc_' '"

 agein made our oxit to tho left, = A bushy 40-foob scotion was

- all that remained of the morc difficult climbing, for we could
scc that only minor rockwork would carry us right up tor thc

©summit of the buttress, snd the finish of the climb,

_ _ It had taken us 72-hours to comploto the ascont and we o
_"all voted it to be onc of the very best days we had ever spcntaw"
on the mountains, _ : '._  E
“ . our next consideration bc1nc 1unch, we sot off in the .
' _d1roct1on of the summit of the peak, until wo came to a prctty ;f
'ﬂ”vlakto complete with wood and watcer, After two or threc hourSi'
" wo hcaded for Watcrfall Kloof and descended in good tlmc and o

| ﬁf_SO to camp at 6.30 p.m,

_ NOTESs_' It is.boliovod that then800! shocr soctionn has boen
“climbed dircetly, but no details arc available., (Scc next page):}



HUT“HINSON BUTTRBSS '}':f"*"

A vnrlﬂtlon nn tho Horﬁh~wo tfrn buttrcss route = Thc_"shocr
: OO ft wall" outflankcd by‘Borrlsford ' ' '

_ Tho 1ower soctlons were firs t Cllﬂbcd by wilf ihrlng wnd
'W,_Woodburng Novunbcr 1960, From the rck botwcon the main -
Tldﬂc and the 11no of the sub51d1ary Kopples ‘beneath 1t scramh1c g

'."un the narrow edgp to where it abutts qgﬂlnSu thc maln face.,

(l) 80 fcct ’D'° ”hlrty foet to thc 1cft anad Sll”btly beTow

:-fthcro ig a shallnw ocrack whloh is followcd until it oeconos

'-Dog51blc to travcrso to the left to casier roclk, Follow thls__ -
up to a brozd and hroken slanting bushy. Icdge. _. S S
.j'(E) 100 feot '0rg Pollnw this slanting ledge uPWﬂzﬁg to tho
fiTlght : o ' L
{(3) 70 febt.B/C1=;'contihué up und zlong the same lcdge, PEy 11
_ broken and mushy rock enables one to climb up to a shoquer on -
_  th0 crest of the rldve.'f _ e
' *f(4); 100 feet 'D': 1limb up thc chimney and work upwards and
' siight1y to the right across the bushy face. There is no'good"

~stance hereabouts.

_3(5):v70 feet 'C/D'= Continue up and thon Work qllgh 1y to the-_;"
'fleft up the recess to a shnuldor on the main ridge. - '
(6) 20 feet 'T': Sllchtly to the right of the front of thc
 :r1dPO there ig a narrow shallow crack, After a aif flcult tahcm ,

ﬁﬂﬁﬂfP this crack leads one to a broﬁd ledge, via some plraSﬂntly

- delica fefﬁce c:l:Lmb:LnO~ '  o ‘ . _ L
: . Pollow tha ledg g0 tu tho right beneath ﬁhé oVerhnnSS Tor
about 200 to 300 feet. Tt is advisable to rope over one'Sédtion, £
Rex rlsford' route iz now join@d just below the prominent shoul- o
dur, | o ' | _ o L
b Whevcns the rnck on the first 5 pitches should not he imf  
pllCltly brusted thereafter it is all that could be desired,

Anothcr variationg From Devil's Tooth nek.

Berrisford's route can eesily be reached from Devil's Tooth  ;?
nck, by walking along the grass slope at the foot of the red

wall, A short 'C' scction more or less where the slope’ reaohes B

its 'ﬂlghest point then leads to the '50 f+, barrier' of Berris-

ford's description, where a prominent bezcon below the 'thln__l-_fiﬁ
slit in a recess! will be found. See the sketch on the next
page, ‘ SN '

morEs: ] "

i



DEHYDRATP _'
A frnntal rouhe on Hutrhxnsmn' Buttross.

Groot Drakcnateln Peah, alqo known as Hutchinson's Euﬁ%ressg
WS ‘deseribed by A.B. Berrisford in tle 1934 Journal aAs 'a most
interest iﬂg mountain ..... one of the most exbtensive and massive
penks in +the Western Province ..... any mountsinecer travelling-
ta WrenCh Hoek by rail or road cannot help beinﬁ impressed by
the inspiring proportions of this tremendous buttress',

_ When lonklng at the photograph facing page 50 1n,tho 1934
'Jrurnwl one is struck by the grezt amphitheatre lying between _
the North-West Puttress route and the rlght—hand skyline on the =
Duivel's Tooth side. This impressive amphitheatre, up which
the 'Dehydrate! route runs, is also clearly visible from the
Stbllenbosch/Wrﬁnschhoek road. - Although it is possible %o slog
‘around the slopes to the base of the amphitheatre from the Sub1— ':
- Section's Banhoek Hut, it is ﬁulckcr to take a farm track %1rt. |
”lcads directly up towards the Buttress, Although overgrown,
 the track is negotiable by car. '

o The roclk leans back on the left-hand side of the amphithéatre;
'fofming a ramp which abuts the overhanging central scctions. |
The route runs up this ramp for 600 tn 700 fceot and then swings
to the right to meet the overhangs. It then continucs up and
‘back to the right for a few rope-lenghts before straighbtening

out towards the top. _ _ .

' Apart from one pltch of 'F' standard, where the route moves
.bn:k from the central sections of the amphitheatre, the cllmb_7
IWaé-Of about 'T superior' siandard. The rock is generally .
sound, but there is some bush on the lower scctions., It pro-
vwded Tony Chinery and me with a pleasant, though warm, day's
climbing involving about a dozen pitches, many of thom 150 feeb -
long. | '
(B.F. Honey - 1966 Journal of the M.7.S.4.)

NOTTS 2
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GROOT DRAKTNSTTIW PTAK

(HUTf‘HII\TSON BUTLRTSS) -
SHIPLEY'S BOUTL‘ |

Descrlptlon of flrst ascont by O Shlplcy9 If. “,S . Journal o

1938, o | |
The loft—hand branch of Duiwel's Kloof onds ont a ﬂrassy
‘saddle conneécting the Devil's Tooth with Hutchlnson Peak,_the .

great north-western buttress of the Groot Drakenstein massif,
From the saddle an imposing buttress runs up to.the-éummit'off
Huﬁchinson Feaks; and the fact that it had not bcen;climbed |
as yet scemed to throw out a challenge which could not be
resisted. : _ o
Thus, ~hristmas Eve, 1938, Tound " .J. Foster and the

_"erter in a pleasant little camp just below the Jupctlon of _
~ the left and right-hand branches of Dumiwel's Kloof. Icav1ng'i'f
- camp at 6.10 the next morning we strolled up to the saddle, -
:l reaching it in about half-an-hour, and spent] twenty mlnutcs;

ongoylng the VlOW'aHd looking at our proposcé climb.,
The crest of the buttress consists of two Sharp'ridges

©with a well definead gully between them, but numerous balgcs _
"~ and overhangs make the gully and the left-hand ridge'hopeless't

from a climbing point of vicw. The right-hand ridge appowred
f0351b1e5 cxcept for the initial 200 feet, and our chances of

 complct1ng the climb turncd on the possibility of cwroumvon- o
ting this secction. :

A 1ittle way to thc rlght 2 third ridgeé comcs dovn to

‘end in a prominent knoll slightly below the saddle, and our

plan was to climb this ridge for some way and then traverse _ 
dcross to the original ridge at the proper level, ﬁroséing -
over t0 the Imoll we started off with a nDn pitch, inadver-
tently omitting to build the starting beacon. Our apology to
future parties must be that we_consabntimsiy bcaconed the
rest of the climb. | _ _ o
Following the recess to the right of the ridge we reachéd;__:
without unduve difficulty, a broad, bush-covered ledge which |
ig very conspicuous from below. An upward glancce convinced
us that further progress in that direction was not to be .
thoﬁght of , so we startced a traverse along a smooth sloping
slab and around a corner. Future partics arc warncd to be
ecarcful herc, as the only thing which makcs the traverse ob-
vious is the absence of an alternative. Traversingié 1ittle

" further we climbed a pitch offvmoderate difficulty, and bevond



Prom tho stunco at thc bottom.of thlc pltch it 1s neccs— "

'-[:sary to do a hlghly Scnsatlonal 20—foot traversc, followod by L

"f'an oxtremcly dlfflcult doscont of 30 feot over a hugc drop,

_1:Hcre we had o cut orie of our ropeg tn meke a 1oop belay for
- the 1ast man,.: - A further short travcrse 1ed to tho start of
”%nothor-vltch this time in an upwqrd dlrectlon, CHlMlnTulng

cin a ‘short but akward “da381e~ur1verse"fr Here we found ourm; Lo

"'selves on a broad ledge which took us round without dlfflcul—--f;
_ 'ty onto the crest of the buttros 'and landed us on a 1arge:g'f&;7
: nnd comfortqblu platform above the 1n1t111 1mp0031ble sectlon,:““‘

'  Abnvo this plqtfovm wa cllmbed somc roally cnaoynblo-
'Dltcheg, and as wo were under the' 1mpr ssion that tho rost of
'tho climb was: 019y9 we actually changod into bootu, a mistake

T We were soon.to roallsc For a little later we were confronr

lft zd by an unploasant-looklng OVurhqnglnv recess to whlch there

wag 1o alternatlvo, and there was nothing for it but to change:_ff

':back into "tackies", This pitch is not as bad as it 1ooks,- 
- but’ nevertheless tho writer has no mean opinion of 1t pare '
. ticularly in view of the fine drop underneath it. o

' ~ The rest of the ridge is extremcly pleasant Pllmblng on.
“sound rock, but a deseription of each pitch would be tedious .
.. nn unnercssary. There arc only two pitches worthy of SULClﬂl.::
a ment1on, and both are very difficult, The first one comes
soon after the overhanging recoas Just described, wn&:stafts
off with a bulging travcrsc lcading into an undcrcut crack
Here the leader 5pent much time and trouble in trylng to gct
started at nll; and for 4 moment it almost Sccmcd as though

: the climb had beaten us after all, o .
o The other piteh of note is the Tast one7 thc flnal sec—:_ﬁ=

'-tlons of the rldgc despite thelr deceptively casy appeﬂrﬂnce,:5_ 

still had gsomething up their slcovo for us. Thls pltch o
starts off with a 15-foot desccnt fallowed by a short but
'dlfflcult traverse into an ovorhanglng and bottomless: crack _
Forty foet of exeiting climbing up this ecrack lands the Cllmuz
ber on a stance where his troubles are over. . Trom hcre a
short rock scramble led us to the summit. _ B
The climb is difficult and sensational, and must rnnk as

an'uEn, but it can be reccommended as an enjoyable ascent. 'An_ﬂ f}

carly start is essential as the climb is long, our cllmblna' 
time being 10 hours. We returned to camp via Dulwel’s Kloof,
a long but not unpleagant descent. L

NOTES"'~ It is bDllOVCd that the section abovc Dev1ls Tooth
nelf has been stralghtonod rafging the standard of the cllmb



DEVIL'S TOOTH.

o Extract from an article by K. ﬂamefoh M., S, A, Journal 1933,

At the entrance of Dulwelskloof gstands the graceful rock
tower of the Devil's Tooth (3900 feet) which provides excellent -
rockworlk. The obvious way up it is via the steep, open slope
on the left until one gains the saddle connecting the_Tooth |
with the main mountain mass. From the saddle a traverse of:
60 or 70 yards to the right leads round beyond the unclimbable
krans immediately overhead to an obvious breal. Here one can

follow easy rock pitches , bearing gradually to the left.

 The route can be varied considerably for some distance but one :

is eventually forced towards two or three short cracks where
choice is more limited. The summit can be reached, however,
without encountering anything beyond " standard.

An alternative way of getting to the saddle - and one
which is preferable to my mind, especially on a hot day - is
to enter Duivel's Kloof until the foot of a gully at the back
(east) of the Tooth is gained. This gully leads right to the
saddle and is easy of ascent: its trees and ferns and general
beauty have far more recommendation than the bare, stony slope
on the other sigde. _

The Tooth can bhe climbed alsb by a more Aifficult roufe
("D") on the right-hand (south-western) corner. The line of
ascent follows +the corner as much as possible but one or two

" traverses are necessary. Unstable rock near the top needs =
~more than the usual care. The wheole sumait of the Tooth (and
there is not much of it) seems to be most insecure.

NOTT5° : :

1. The gully 1ead1ng to the saddle between the Tooth and the
Groot Drzkenstein massif has been badly eroded, and it is ad-
visable to keep as high as possible on the slope to the rlght
before entering the stream bed.

2. The Tooth can also be climbed directly from tho saddlc,
thus aveiding the traverse on the northern slopeg, (One or

two "EY pitches).



DUTWELSKL.OOF

:EXtract ffdm.an articie by K. “aﬁefon m. J.S AL Journal 1933

Immedlately beyond Hubtchinson Buttress on the south is the.
entrance +to the most remarkable sheer-sided cleft known as _
Duivel's Kloof, which cuts deeply into the heart of the moun- -
tain to provide a most impressive and spectacular route to the
peaks near its head. Ascent is not difficult, and one can -
with care trace an elusive footpath on the right of the stream

into the narrow opening giving access To the Kkloof. Beautiful -

trees, a cagscading torrent, great walls of rock towering 2,000';'
‘overhead, keep one entranced in the kloof itself and provide
an antidote for any underfoot roughness.

Halfway up, progress is arrested by an apnarently 1mpass—
able waterfall but closer examination will reveal a way up the
alabs on the 1eft5 where a combination of erevices and small
cracks permits of a comparatively easy flanking movement |
(about "B" difficulity). (See notes). The Test of the kloof.
igs plain sailing, consisting mostly of grassy slope. Prom
the small saddle at the top, one can reach Groot Drakenstein:
Peak (4750 feet) and other summits on the left, or the double-
headed Bullerskop (4600 feet) and Dragoon Peak (4200 feet) on
the right. Or, further to the east, are Spitzkop (4100 feeﬁ) -
and Faster Peak (4900 feet), the intervening country being
quite open but with numerous ups and downs.

NOTES:
1. A massive rock fall destroyed most of the "nrev1wes and
small cracks" on the slabs to the left of the waterfall, and

although they still look deceptively easy, climbers are strong-.

1y advised to use the following alternative:  Ascend the
easy , broken face to the left of the fall, bearing to the

right to reach a platform about halfway up. Cross the stream -

bed at this point, and continue straight up. Sound rock,
about "Dw, _

2. Perennial water will be found a short distance beyond the
top of the kloof, where a small stream marks the start of Wol-
wehoelkkloof.
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'TilDulwelsklooi, Groot ﬁrakensteln, Cape _

Iartley

JBrlan Honey and the writer set out in the early hours of
'Aprll 2, 1967, with the ambitious idea of putting a route:
:'up the massive face in Duiwelskloof. At the rlght angled
bend in the kloof we both decided that it would be w1ser
.:to try the ea51er-look1ng left-hand edge of the face. -

We:av01ded the first section by climbing a bushy bank on
the'left “where bad rock commelled roping, and then by

ftraver51ng to the right to reaclhh the foot of the rlng. _
':A better approach might be found by ascending to the saddle__ﬁt"
_'between the Duiwelstand and Hutchinson's Buttress and then -
.ﬂﬂtraver51n to the right. The route follows a line leadlng
 _to the left-hand one of two large racesses. There are =
:'patches of bush low down, but on the whole the climb is
:tvefy pleasant.

.. fTechhical Description _

.'f Traverse on the level of the saddle mentioned abdve, across
-~ a shale band, to the left-hand wall of the ridge. Scramble

.'ﬂ_up;a 100 feet to reach the firsf roning pitch, '

(l) 100 feet 'BE': Cllmb a recess. Scramble to the tOp

'of this section, then move to the left of the next buttress._

- (2) 120 feet 'E': Climb recesses to a crack, and then

' 'cllmb it. Follow other cracks to a large 1edge.

(3) 100 feet 'E': Climb a bulding face.
~(4) 50 feet '®': Climb a recess to the left of the

 'stance, then move up even further and traverse to the left

oh a'good handrail to reach a stance using a mantelshelf move.

" (5) 100 feet 'P inf.': One is now level with a triangular'

 0verhang on the left, Climb up above a stance, then move
to. the left and continue un. Traverse to the left into a
".crack and climb it to a small stance in a recess. :

(6) 120 feet 'B': Move dlagonally to the right to an

'exposed corner. Traverse around the corner to a stance.

(7) 100 feet ' inf.': Climb the face to the right of
the recess to a small detached pinnacle. Step off this on
to a small ledge on the right. Climb the overhang above,
then traverse to the right and continue up to a ledge.

. (8) 150 feet 'M': Climb diagonally to the right. Walk
to the right and climb an easy gully to the top.

s,
Ry



'up to the north.
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Thc w1nﬂ h d the bite of the Slbcrlqn Stenncs as it

:moaned and whlnped the cloud up from thﬁ voilid and across

the high ground. Trees and rocks assumed zhostly shapes,

fainfly menacing as they faded, and then reapneared as the -
fendfils'of the mist swirled past. 'It'harried us as we’
followed the cloud down into the vlakte where we had camped
a few weeks earlier. Hurrying through the enveloping mist

to reach the top of the kloof before dark, incidents. in our

tussle with the wall surfaced in my mind.

We had lain around the flickering'campfire on the vlakte

“after a hot afternoon spent examining tho top of the face;

‘abseiling down, and prussiking up the rope again. Between

the_koppies, black masses against the bright stars, we could'

.gaze across the kloof over the Simonsberg, across the Cape

Tlats to Table Mountain and the twinkling lights of Cane Towmn,
and on and on to where the sun had slid beneath the ocean. .

In the fading light Tony Chinery and I reminisced about the

v~ Transvaal — the crisp, clear nights at Xransberg; sweltering

days in the Mogaliesberg; climbers we had known and climbs

we had done a long time ago. Ye mused how quickly the years

"had passed, and nostalgically contemhlated a trip back to the

0ld climbing arceas in the Highveld winter. A satellite
éppeared out of the Scouth Atlantic, slowly described a gentle
arc across the sky, and as we chatted faded from view, high

'We decided then that we would give the face one last fry.

'If 1t didn't 'go' we would swallow our pride, write off the

’Degs left in the wall, and forget the whole thing.

I first saw the wall when coming over the top after a -

climb. Tt socared up from the trees on the scree 2,000 feet

_below, sheer, ringed with overhangs at the top. Its menacihg;

almost physical piresence threw out a challenge that had to

be accepted — 'the sirens of bygone aeons' had begun to
sing. I traced out one or two possible lines up the rock-
bhefore continuing down to the hut. Some time later, with
Tony, [ walked up Duiwelskloof to view it from the bottom.:
We decided fairly qguickly that there was a good natural line
on the right-hand end of the wall, and agreced to come back.
in due course to give it a 'go'. Spon afterwards, we heard -
that another enterprising party hqd put a route through in 3
the self-same place ('Lucifer', M.C.S.A. Journal-lQéﬁ, D. 56)}

Fox
kg
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The wall was such a fnrmlﬂablp challenge that Tmny and I
d901ded to re- examlno 1t to sne whethor th@rn wnre any '
other wnaknnssos.' Wn walkcd um from tho hut one Qunduy

and focuspd the bineculars on fhe faco e 1m1p1ned

that we saw a p0551ble route up the centre; running thfough'
a'ré09551 :In renly to Touny's remérk that it looked as if
théré'were Stéps up it; T said: !'Maybe, but if there are,
then they'aré brobably upsidoe down!f ‘T nicknamed the
recess 'The Chinery Steps'. =y ' '

We were to make six attempts at climbing the wall. Tn
the process, we perfected a technique that enablod us to
arrive at the base of the rock with our nerves in f11r '
shape. It hinged on not looking up as one rounded the
bend in the kloof, and kceping the Head firmly down when
angling up across the scree. ‘

We bivouacked on the face three times and came to know
~its many moods. Bitterly cold when the southeaster bDloew
the clouds down from the head of the kloof; stiflinaly hot
in the afternoon sun; during a warm nisht a gentle wind
blowing across the rock; and the mated, «ver oresent roar
of the stream rising from the depths bolow.

Somehow one imngines a rock face to ba barren and devoid
Cof life. This is seldom the case in South Africa. The |
; insect and animal 1ife on the wall Fascinated mo. I spent
long periods watching small grubs encased in shells like
minute ice-cream cones, blended to the exact colour of the
rock, moving slowly un and down. Thnrp wnré tiny grev
flies that always moved either. 51drwayq or backwards ,'but
never forwards. Five hundred foet above the scree we
ﬁatchcd 2 small green frog climb carefully up = smooth;
slim} wet crack and disappear from view. Someone sugrested
that it bhe inyited to lead the next pitch. A nity it
didn't. It would have made a much nenter job than I.did-
bf'leading the first pitch up the 'Chinery Steps'; which
were streaming with water. ©On our first bivouac, we were
nearly eaten alive by ants, and higher up a rat ran over
us in the night. Then there were always the lizards
examining us with prehistoric eves. I watched on mnthod;
ically eat a large earthworm and then carefully lick its
lips afterwards. During such periods of contemplation, |
Tony would be either on the end of the rone below, or
balancing um on the rock nbove. |

There were also one or two moments of oxcitement. On‘one
occasion, I was sitting on a stance tied to a trem; with

Tony climbing up to join me,?ﬁpen slowlyv an enormous hloel .
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'{béibw, and’ smashvd 1gu1nst the sbeeZWitﬁ'dnfékblésidﬁ_thatff'.ﬂ

' revvrburated 1rounl the'nolks.;~f_ - o L
_' Dur flfth attcmpt cndod w1th.ué Hl??né.fo'ibSPil bHCR _
. :doWn 18 pltchos._ Tho dbSOll down thn TChlnnrv %tops"w“g;f
. _free for about 120 foct. If took_us 51x hours: ﬁo TPﬂCh
" the scroc, qnd as we descended we Jokrd about bmlnP too e
 old for fhls Plnd of lwr} 'und thﬂt our cllmblng hﬁd rnach*'inﬁ
T ad 1 mrotty low 1ﬂve1 wher moro tlmn'was_5pent g01ng down
_than up. Tt 18" difficult to oxnress'the“réliaf we f61t3.
when touchﬁﬁg down on the scrﬁe;'nhd it wns sheer iﬁiury"
'sw1mm1ng 1n thc kloof and bnsLlnF in the lnte-éftbrndoh
=sun._. -. -. : : : : .. |
" AS we ascended th ﬁail fdr the last time, nn.this
oceasion with Brian Watts, I voiced the'SQntimenté'df‘
'us:all when_I'said that the b— thing didn't get ény:
smallef;- When we came down from the heightS'the folloWing'
. day, iow cloud was boiling up the kloof and rain was - :
'félliﬁg steadily. _ _ o DR _
_'JOnly the lower'fﬁird of the rock was visible under the
onéque ceiling.. The play was over and a grey curtain hqd

" been drawn across the stage.

TeChnical deScription-

. The route starts sbmé_SO yards to tho left bf ‘Tucifer!

.f(Journal, 1966, p. 50) just above some small trees at the- 

_ top of the'scréé.: The first nine pitches takéAa iined _
'sﬁraight up the buft%ess immediafely to the'left'of'that":'n
‘followed by 'Lucifer'. The rdck is FenoralTy.souhd but.

.'1nev1tﬁbly thoro are onp or two loose blocks on cerfﬂln '

'nltchos.

(l) 150 feet 'm'; Scrﬁmblo ﬁnd ‘then cllmb (100 feet din

”all) to a ledge that runs around to the face of the buttress)”-f

TfévaSQIto the left; past a small tree, to thefgﬁd of the;1
lcdge at the base of o slightly overhanging crack. . '

(2) 60 feet 'F': Climb the crack, moving to the left
at the top to large blocks with a tree on the right,:.

(B)IQO feet 'P sﬁp.i: From the freﬁ.climb 30 féef
directly up a thin crack to a small.bush. Proceed past
the bush and then climb up and to the Inft to a rocess._
climb thn recess to a large lech.' When this pltch wné
origlnally open@d, one or two pitons werao usmd to rest on.
on sdbéeduent ascents it was climbec froe, using aiﬁbns

for'prbtebtion dniy!

.

BV
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.?fto roach a large trec. ﬂ_wi” B o | o
(5) 110 foet 'T inf. ! Move 20 feet to the left fromf )
.:_thc troo ard then follow a rncoss thﬂt lﬁwns QIIthlY to'

.chP rlght., Thc stincn is on a mﬂll lodne.”
(6) 60 fco "F'ihf v Start from tho loft hﬁnd OﬁFﬁ‘ 
'of tha stanco ‘ancd cllmb a sm111 recoss for a fow fﬁet

. bofore mov1ng un to the right, Tr1verse 30 foot bﬂchto'

thc left above tho stance oand thﬁn Cllmb up to some blocksr

() 80 foet 1F! And 1AZ': Climb bo the top of a'large

. block that rorms part of the mountﬁln, 1nd then traverqe

.'d few feet to thc bottom of a cruck w1th an overha ang 40

'teet up. Cilmb the crack froo for wbout 30 feat) nd thnn -

" usc pitons dnd Jjammed nuts (or metal spuds\ to cllmb up

and turn the overhang. Continue un for 20 feet bLforp

'_trlver51ng a few fecect to the lﬁft to a stance.

(8) 50 feet 'E': Move up and to the ripht: Traverse back . .

t“ the left for 30 feet above the stance to Zain a largm;
ledge -

_ (9) 90 foot '“‘: Climb up from the left- hind edge of
“the ledge, traverse to the left, and continue un past
. some bushe§ to a large ledse that runs Tor several'hundf@d
feet across the Tace. (This takes one fto the top of the |
';bﬁttress; which is ringed with.ovorhdngs. There is a
'1&ood drip 20 feet to the right which was always drinping
when we were thero,.ﬁlthough it may become dry in mid-

“summer.)

J-(lO) Trﬂversm to thn rlght along the ledg for 170

fcct to the blsﬁ of 2 short cr1cL.

(ll) 40 feet 'E': Climb the crack and thﬁ one above to.
reach the top of a large block, The face drops away 
.into thé kloof oh the right. E

(12) 100 fcwt B 1nf Move fd thé 1éft.fbr a few féot
-from tho top of the block, then climb a crack to a l@dgé.
Some dellcatc moves to the right enable one to reach the
base of a crack. Climb 30 feet up the crﬂck.tn a biock.

Traverse to the left, =and climb on to the qkyllnﬂ.”

(13) 4o feet 'F': Climb easy rock. for LO feet, thﬂn cllmb".

up and to the right for a few feet. Move back to the left
and traverse into a recess with a fow loose blocké in it.

Climb the recess to the base of an ovrrhanplnp crack.,

(14) Lo feet 'T'': Use a Qhouldnr to overcomo thn 1n1t111"

.diffiCUltieS'of the erack, -Fifteén'feet-un.-mnvm ta the
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(iS)-jO'féet Mty Climh'difﬂétly up to asld%ge ledge.

(16) 60 fect 'F inf.': Descend 10 Feot and then traverse
to the right, Climb @cross the face on small gfin$,.and
then continue up to a small laedge. Balance along the ledge
and then step across to the stance, which is directly

above the start of pitch 12.

(17) 60 feet 'F': Move up and slightly to the right, then
é;ecute a delicate move up and into the recess above.
Follow the recess 20 feet and then pull up and out to the-
right. <Continue for a fTew feet before moving back to the

left to o stance.

(18) 40 feet '™m': Move to the right from the stance;

then climb up across easier rock to a large stance.

(19) Traverse behind the huge bloclt at ths bncek of the

stance to another large ledge.

(20) 110 feet 'F': Climb down from the left-hand edge
of the stance for 15 feet, and then traverse to the lef+t
for 50 fect until one can pull un to a resting place. -
Continune ftraversing to the left to the skyline, moving up

slightly at the same time.

(21) 40 fect 'F inf.': Move to the 12ft Tor o Ffew foet,
and then eilimb up to the right. Move back to the left

and continue up to a conspicuous bloek on the skyline.

(22) 100 feet 'F inf.': Move 15 feet to the laft befTore
climbing up and back to the right past a block 30 feet up
" and directly above the stance. Climb the face above for
20 feet oand then traverse around on knobbly rock to a

stance at the bottom of an overhanging recess.

(23) 80 feet 'F': Pitons were used for dircct aid to
move off the left-hand side of the stance before commencing
‘an 2xposed traverse to the left for 40 feet to the base of
& recess. Climb the recess diagonally to the right for 30

feet,

(2L) 80 feet 'F inf.": Move a few feet to the laft From
the stance, and then climb 30 feect straight up the face.
Traverse to the lefit for 40 feet to a good stance.

(25) 50 feet 'F': We used a piton for dircct nid about .
10 feet up the recess. Climb straight up to a ledge that
runs several hundred yards ncross the face benenth the last

band of overhangs. L.
4F g
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along the ledge to the left, making a few 'TEl-grada =

moves in the process.

(29} Coil the rope, tidy up.yéur.géar, and scramble

up and to the right to the ton of the mountain.

NOTES:

~

‘We found duralumin spuds.essential on niteh No. 7 and
they were useful on the sezcond pifch and elsevhere., A
selection of nuts would be a rather less useful alterna=
tive. ‘ |

Toﬁy and T abseiled 18 pitches, but retreat aftef the
20th pitch would be n long nnd difficult procoedure. |

A party of three climbed the route in two days. Wae
were in no great hurry, for we were expecting a bivouac
in any event. Ye ecarried packs and in addifion ﬁnt rocik
slowed us down (it had rained heavily the day hefore)..
There seems to be no reason why a oarty of two shonld

not c¢limb the route in o day.

Party: ALG, Chinery and B.PF. Honey, with B.F. WU=ztts on
the final ascent.

Date: Summer, 1967.
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A climb in.Dulwolskloof Groot Draken ﬁein;l”
1'Uéaoriptibn of firsf”ascenﬁ By H%;F:Sﬁgaﬁer L . 3.5 &, Journal
19C6 e _ BN & e R . 2

e

DulwelshloOI in uhe Groot Drakenateln mountuln ig domi;7 -;'
" nated by two things. Ono is a bird that sports the oﬁomatq+i'
poeic Afrikaans name ’Plct—my vrou"-l), and the other is'a :
1,500-foot~high wall that oxtcndq from the saddle Dehlnd the“
Duiwelstand to the right-engled behd in thé kloof where 5 0me :
years ago a rock-fall demonstrated to the present gencrﬂtlong?i
“how big screes arc made, S

_ The bird came o my notice between c1vht p.m. on the 9tb ; f
and 5 a.m. on the 10%th of December, 1966 - It aid so about 45 i-
times, I should say. It was a balmy moonlit night, and T - L
think the wee mite had become enamoured of its own echoj; so
mich so, thaf apart from a brief spell at about nine o'clock .
that morning, when it must have been bifd—napping to gather * -
‘pnew impetus, it accompanicd every whack of our piton hammers -

. and every tinkle of our karabiners. = It was still going strong

- after the climb- whén we lost the well-besten path to %hé

 Stellenbosch Section's hut in the dark and spent 1n,bour or so_'
‘ commenting on the cat-thorns and leg-breakers of the wWopes '
beneath the Dragoon Ridge.

T had known the wall since I flrgt walked up thﬁ kloof
| omc ten years ago, and I may even claim that on onc occasion’
T looked it over from a climbing point of view. But if Marie
Kotzé and I had not gone to Duiwelskloof that aftcrnoon of the
9th %o look at something guite different, and if T haa not
spent the last bit of daylight mooning about on the slabs at
the oot of the wall, with my judgement impaired by the dﬁsk_
‘and the lingering heat in the kloof, I might never have got-bé%
';ybﬁd gaping. To a climber that wall has the allure of the _
‘sirens of bygone acons, but very obviously so. T had ne feesu"
wax for my sars and no mast to tie myself to, so we depidcd %q%
drop our other plans to see if we could not at least get up thc
firat 300 feet of buttress. _ A

We followed a natural line, clearly’ dlscernlhlc from.bcloh

If I had not stubbornly insisted on aiming for what had lookcdjf"'

like a chimney from the kloof, but in fact turned out to be ﬂn:L'

oily =1it in a mlrror—llko face, wc would not have utawacrcd

to the top at six o'clock that afternoon, parchcd and with our?u"

bfln crs snapplng shut at vcgular 1nturvalﬂ in an uncortrollnblpi3
a >




Q;St Vitus csturo caused by Cvamps We had becn‘undcr'a bro1~;ffJ

'7ﬁ"11ng 5un 51ncc mldday,-: Tho sccond ascent cllpncd LOUT hourc"

*13:'off thnt flrst day's cllmblng tlmo

In bvlef the face yielded a good dqy E ollnolng ' Sovééfff

'Hrql of the nluches are long, verhlcal'aﬂc sus talnod Apart
'Irom odd bltg of rubble horo and thuro, thc Tock is sound ané__;
clewn, The descent takes about onb~and—“~hﬁlf hours and Cné
_'talls travor51nﬂ gome minor peaks to the top of Dulwclckloof
‘The kloof is straightforward and has a mumber of enticing
pools. . We found an old campsite under the last clump of
trees on tho rlcht—hand bank of the Lloef just bhefore one
  reaches the waste of barren new screc, It is siightly'upu

g stroam fron the ioot of the climb,

ochnlcal descrlptlon

The first pltﬂhoo are on a yellow1sh buttross on 'he _
,7r sht~hand edwe of thc vast scree that covers a large part of
 the slope between the Duiwelstand junetion and the Wﬂt@rfull
' ﬂt the bend mentioned above.

(1) 120 feet 'D': Climb up +the 1eft—h%nd corner of the hutn- |
tress to a good 1edge under the flret vertical ucctlon ' Wﬂlh_:
15 feet to the right. '

(2) 60 feet '® sup' 2 Pllmb a shallow? vertlcal recess wlfh

"a detached block 15 feet up it. The stance is to the right
of the recess.: ' - R

(3) 60 feet 'E sup‘* Step down to a thlﬂ footrail five feeot
ubulow the stance.-f Traverse to the left-hand corner of the
buttress, then climb up sround the corncr, and contimic vig a

hand-~jan crack to easy roclk. scramble up o the next vertical - -

atep, which is dlrectly above the crest of the initial outtrosa:
(4) .100 feet 'E inf'; There arc two conspicuous reocesses
above the beacon. Onc is rather gerufly, the other, 25 i cmt

to the right, clean and right-angled. ¢limb the latter to CRE

o brokon ledge.

(5) 150 feet 'D': Climb diagonally up to the rlﬂht to casy-
roék and theon contlnuc to the next vertical seetion, Here_'
the stance is directly under s huge, bulging shicld w1th a _
'bcruffy recesg on its rlgh* This recess was climbed on. the
first ascent. It verges ont'ﬂbmuporlor' and dig +horomghly 4
rotten - although it appearsthe obvious way, 1t is= not chom—i
mon&od _ o C

(f) 80 foot 'F's There ig an ill-defincd gendarme 23 fcct to
Lhe right of the scruffy recess,  Climb the right-angled re-’
cqss on its right-hand SIde, wﬁrom.the top of the zendarme.



'fbreak dlagonw 1y to thc 1cft of a ucvlos of lcdrua,: - Lo
-*(7) 30 feet 'D's From the hlbhcst 1odce, traverse to thu 10*?"
'1nto a deup chlmnoy - 0limb the chlmnby until it closes up '
Tvlt thvouch a. narrow opening and climb up the outside to a ff'
stance with a small tree on it. S . o
(8) 35 feeb 'T's Olimb 20 fect up the reocss above the %t’imi‘~' =
then Hraverse 15 feot to the right to a yellow platform, . |
(9)’ 70 feet 'T sup': limb a short face, slightly te the left
of'fhp gtance, that ends in a curving track. Move along ledges
+to the right, then continuc up a short chimney to a white rock™ o
.platform. As en alternative to this pitch, continue the traverzc .
on pitech no. 8 into a chimneylike recess., Climb the rccess un— |
il it becomes nccessary to move out on to its right-hand corncy
~then climb up to join the chimney on pitch no. 9. ___'
(10) 100 feet 'Pr:  Climb an ill-defined, bottomlcess recess
almost directly above the stance. The last 15 feet of the ro—
cess forces an eight-foot traverse to the left before one can
climb diagonally back to the right to a stance on a big block
next to the recess, . _ :
(12) 90 feet '"FP': Mlimb an }open"book‘ recess, At the top af
the reeess, step:across to the right-hand wall to rocach a good
stance. ' _ : _

(12) 60 feet 'F inf.': Do a climbing traverse to the right
along sparse holds, kceping slightly abeve the level of the
stance. The obvious lecdge lowcr down is a trap. “ross the big
receseg, then continue 20 feet to the right to a tiny stance on
the corner. _ :

(13) 70 foet 'F inf.': ~limb up the corner, keeping slightly

to the left of the edge. The stance is a rocky platform with
gsome rubble on it. | o
(14) 80 fect 'F inf.': Contimec stfaight up to a2 #iny, sloping
stance 15 feet below an overhang capping a reccss, _
(15) 50 fect 'F': The obvious gap to the left of the oVorhan%
ig filled by a short, ramp-lilkc spur between 2 smooth recess.

and a scruffy corncr. Climb a few feet up the smooth crest of
the spur, then move arcund te the Ieft on to sloping foofholdS 
next to a Miimber's Friend bush.‘ Climb up eaaicr'rock to an un—
comfortable stance with a small trce on it. _

(16) 135 fcet 'D': Continue up the reccss to a 1111 ledge
undér an overhang, then climb diagonally to the right up a S@fiest
of pleasant faces to 2 level ledge under an overhang.

(17) 35 feet '"E': £linmb a short face to the right of the OVeT—
heng, then move up through the obvious gap in the next smali_;:-

7
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' Pﬁfty:' Henri'Snijders and Marie Kbtééip_

HOTES:

ﬁhﬁil a shOft §u11Y.Pf0viﬂés QECGSQfﬁﬂfouch'thehfinal rock bapd,

t;—w

Date: December 10, 1966.

Time: On sceond ascent, two ropes of two: 6% hours.

ettt ey et s

S



5 .'EES’?E'RATI‘O'N} -"_"BI'DGE e

s cllmb on qugonn Peak ; : '.. \f:' |
“ﬁDcsrr1pt10n of flrst qscent by R . WﬁtsUﬁ M. .S A, Journal,

. Tﬂo rldgo hore descrlbcd riscs from.thc cnﬁraneo of Du1w015~ ’
klnof towering ahqwo the well- kncwn camping spot at the mouth.,,
on a morning of March 1939, Dr. Einhorn, Pcter Jenkin and
' I left camp and started slogging up the steep approach to the.
first main rock section of the ridge.  An ascent of thé'frbnt' _
'mf this rock mass appears impessible, and unwilliﬁg to waste time
in view of probable difficultics higher up, cspecially on the-
final scetion, we climbed a bushy gully round the cornor +to the
- right of the skyliﬁe;  This gﬁlly detaches the whole section .
from the main mountain#mass.A We used the gully and tho'roékéf’
on its left and after a 100 feet or so of 'C! to "D climbing"_
rcaéhed the skyliné'ﬁf the ridge. Incidentally, the rock upItQi::

ih'

this peint was markod by recent boot-marks but no beacons were _
sn far cncountere We thercfore approached the ncxt fnrmldn—":
ble scetion in a sﬁate 0f congiderable uncertainty, wondering. '
whether our predecessors had been turned back by the next sectién{
we also wondercd whether, having covercd the lower sections, we
Wduld not be foiled by the towering overhangs in the 1asf‘500
fect. ' ; \ N B | '

It wnz nhow 8,30 a.m, In front éf us Iroge a Smoéth groy'_
slab about 100 fect square with considerablc drops both to the :
lcft and right. From the camp bélow the slab locked imposéible, '
but a closer inspeétion proved more reassuring, Abcut.SO foét
up was a trece, Once the treec was reached the scetion could be
climbed. Acecordingly, a start was made in a fault running _ _
obliquely from left to right. Thirty to forty fect of only mo do—
rate climbing brought us %0 a narrow ledge %o the right of the
troe, whence a strenuous six-foot erack, followed by a somewhat
'precarious traverse for 15 feet to the ieft, landed us at the '
tree - an unconfortable place to spend any lenghh of time ! _
Only a 20-foot gully of moderate difficulty remained hefox e the R

 broad ledge above this seection could be reached, There were No
further signs of the rock having been climbed, and as there wérégi'
still no beacons, we presumed that the ascent from now on was'a. _f“
new one, _ _

_ There were no further difficulties for another 200 o 300
Teet, and scrambling up the bushy glope we could cobserve tne str1~; 
king beauty of the country belg@; At the bottom‘rlght corner of '



-'the next ae0ulon 15 a rmmarkable detached plnnaclog and below 1u._
:ia huge chorkatone spannlng a gully to form an equally remarkablo :
window,. - AT The 1eft corner below*the rldge was nnother'gur1- -J

' klng plnnacle wmth a gigantic patural rock beacon on top of 1u
‘Between the 1atter pinnacle and the main face we made our Start
on the next serious ‘section of the ridge. But only the Tirst -
lO feet were akward. Thereafter easy climbing and slope scram-—
-'bllng took us up to the final and Iormldablc 500 fect of the
cllmb _ .

_ The route from here is somewbau compllcaued 1nd ig probabl"
the only one that exists. . We started climbing near the left- .
hand edge; and when the angle of the rock became steep we tra- -
versed along a narrow ledge to the right where some precarious
climbing in about the centre of the gecticn took us up to the
Torbidding overhangs. We had now reached the crucial point of e
the climb. It was 11 ofclock, and the sun beat cruelly upon us;'a

Directly overhead was a vertical crack or gully with bush
in it, but one glance at it was enough to make one seek franti- ,:
cally for some other alternative, So, sénding Jenkin to in-
spect the crack, I traversed round the corner to the left, and
discovered two possgibilities. Discarding the first fierce— .
looking gully which Jenkin pronounced as unclimbable, I +tried a
crack on the left corner of the ridge, but the rock was very bad,
Only one way remainéd gtill further to the left and over a mosh
impressive drop.: After many abortive attempts in this v101n1tv"'
a short honeycombed face was climbed immediately under an over-—. o
hang. A short traverse under the overhang was followed by good
but delicate cllmblnp for a further 50 feet in =z slight recess.

A small ledge over a big drop was reached after somc trlcky ba-
lancing. Climbing from here, although not as difficult as the
previous piych, wés'very exposed. The route bears consistantly-:f
to the left, indeed, as far to the left as one can go. Higher -
up we were faced with two short cracks, the inner surfaces of
which were covercd with grass. | :

We chose the right-hand one, principally because the drop
"was less evident undernesth it. Halfway up the crack a move.
was made out to the right by means of a detached block which
must be used with care. After this scction a long traverse is
made along a grassy 1edgé to the right where an obvious way to.
the top of the peak can be found,

The ecldimb is of 'E‘ standard, but only tho scetion through
the overhangs in the final  belt is troublesome, Trom the
.camp bclow we took something over 6 hours. Prohably a sccond
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DESPFRATION BUT RESS

'A climb 0n Dragoon=poak,_

_ 'DGSCfiptiOn'bf first ascent by A.B. Berrisford, M. 7.9, A, Jdurnél g:

(mhe narty, con51st1ng of A.B, Beffisford, JGA; ﬂolson,;' _
H.G. Cornish-Bowden, and W. Gravenor camped in Duiwelskloofl, and“gi
left 'fairly latce' on the mornming of the o8th of October, 1934,
anticipating the climb not to excced 'D' standard...... ) e

Contouring round from our camp, we soon reached a p01nu
almost dlrectly above a small cottage with a group of oaks
growing ncar it, below the first slopes. As & commencement: to
the climb we uscd a shallow, open gully to the left of the ac-—
tual bvuttress mass, This helped us up for scveral hundred foct-
until we reached a depfession in the rock harriecr, Tho very
akward tilt of the strats herce caused us a deal of time and
trouble boeforc we could break through to a sloping lcdge abo#eé

just to the left of a large trec. From this ledge we comtinucd -

onwards for zbout 150 feet via a gteep gully, until we were
forced out to the right $o a rock platform, '

We now traversed across to the right for 50 yards to a .
small nelk behind a square rock mass projecting from the buttress.
A straight face of 25 feet almost above the nek then gave access
to & broad ledge. Going to the right again up a short face
across a small gully, and over scveral bits of non-dcscript _
rock, we came to a broad slopec which finished up against an un~,f 
pleasant-looking, bulging cliff. We, therefore, went over to.: 
the right-hand extremity on the siope and, gaining a small 1edge;f
traverscd around to the right and up a sharp edge for some 30
feet, which brought us to casier rocks at the base of a formida— -
ble-looking, whitish face. Immedistely to the richt‘a deep
ravine came down, and continued upwards to a smooth-looking
waterfall, Building a beacon bencath the right-hand edge of
the whitish face overlooking the ravine, we climbed up on mo de~
rate rocks for some 30 feeb, and then traversed to the right for
about 15 fect. Some wide stretching of legs, followed by a
hefty arm pull, eventually took us through between some over—
hangs.

Continuing the climb upwards and to the 1eit? we soon renm}w
ed a grass stance, Now came a short face leading to a very.
difficult, shallow reocess sloping upward slightly to the right;
At the head of the recess a smell gully with a few trecs growing

in it took us up to a moderate facc which was climbed for some
PRF R



 5530 fect to anothbr blg ledge covurcd w1th a lot of lOOuC bouln. 3¥”
_” :ccrs, " We now Worked round to the rlght and up to some sloplnmff"
sﬁ_Slqbs which proved a Grcat deal moro difficult than we ex popbbd;f%

'Wowcver, wWe S00lt omorgbd on a short slopu above, followed by a e

‘few hundred foet of simple Tocks on to the now easy crost of_

L

the buttress. Another slope finished at a point wherc the but.
tress narrowed down to a few feet in width, cxteonding sheer
overhead for a couple of hundrcd fect. A small crack starting
right on the crcst was ascended for 20 fect, followed by an el—
bow traverse to the right on to a small rock platform, and then
up a couple of short difficult faces to a two-Ffoot ledge. The
way now lay up a 20-foot crack, closced at the top by a chock-—
atonc, ' o
Tor a hundred fect or so easy rocks carricd us up %o be—-
neath a more than sheer 60-foot arcete which at first sight ap-
peared impossible. This was undoubtedly to be the crux of the
climb if we were to aveid a night out for, contrary to cypec—
tations, it was found absolutely impossible to bridge a narrow
cleft of the ravince on our right which would have taken us to
guitc casy rocks. One or two abortive attempts were made both
to the right and loft of the centre arcte, but were abandonecd
on account of the sketchiness of grips. There was nothing
left but to attempt a direct way up the cenire arete, The _
first 30 feet of climbing was fairly casy and took us to boneath o
an overhang. This foreed us four fcet out to the right, over Lo
some sugpiciously dCliCWtG—lﬁﬁllﬂg fizskes and cup-holds. _
Overhead the climbing became cxccntlonally difficul®t, and bclnrf__i
slightly over thc straight, the utmost carc had to be cxccocreiscd
beforc the leader could reach a very narrow split in the face. ”_
A further 30 fcct of cxeeptionally scvere climbing then took him' :
to a small resting placc out of which grew onc on two small -
trees suitable for belaying purposes, The second man, after
considerable difficulty, recachcd the leader. The remaining '_
two below then asked that, in order to save time, they might tic
on to the rope and climb up further to the left where the face,
although holdless in many places, was shorter in exteont. with
the use of a free end of the rope they haulcd themselves up in
a series of stremuwous cefforts and so reached the top of the
section, _
It was now obvious that the difficult climbing was over, =9
maiing as much hastc as was possible, we strugglced up a small
casy gully to the right. Two or threc hundred fecet up we

cmerged on the plateau and trayerscd as fast as poseible across.



of the kloof, we travelled downwards as fast as we could, an&?-'”"
Just after dark, tumblcd into camp vory tired and hungry,

o Tho complctu route must rank as a very difficult 'E! an&'
it'ﬁnd tﬂken.us conpl&tely by surprlsu for we had fully expec— -
tod to be able to outfiank the upper scctions, and so gain the
- top of the mountain by a rcasonably easy routc. ‘ :
After a good meal we packed up hurriedly and returned doﬁn :

+the slopes by torch light to our car which was reached by about

9.30 p.m.

WOTTES 2




DRAGOOI\T RIDGT |

.” 2:Extfabt fromfaﬁ'art1C1e by X. ﬂamcvon, T,,,S A Journal 1 33

: To the rlght of Dulvol's Kloof ig a lon” vall of rock ~  ; 5}
'  a couplL of thousnnd foet in holght - whlch doog not offor much;:i
'ﬁrospcct of & route, but qﬁ the- rlght—hand odgo of this wall 1s i?
" the wonderful Dragoon Ridge.. mhls is truly 3 flne cllmb If5' 
- the wnolo skyllno ig: followcd conscontlouuly the route can be' ﬁ;5
" made cxccodlnﬂly dlfflcult (*E') and correspondlngl scnsatlona] j
'7On,two occa51on89 hOwﬁVCT? we have avoided the two 1owcst of the
“main pitches by asccndlnﬁ a long, slantlng ﬂully to tho 1oft of :
the extreme cdrc.'- Higher up onc has no altcrnqtlvc but to
‘kecp on thc rldge and on one scetion in partluular whcrc the
route goos vert 1ca11y up the thinnest of odgos thc smtuatﬂons "
‘arc distinetly airy.  Altogether, it is an ox cellont way up- _:'jf
'our alternative makes it about 'D' - ‘which lands one not far s

from the sulet of Dragoon Pcak.......

NOTES : _ _ _ y o ST
_ Thero is & way'thrnugh the lower roclk bands ﬁot:éxcéeullg5['
,'D‘ standards ~ Walk along the hasc of rock to the skylinc as .
scen from the hut where just beyond it a boacon w111 he foundss
below an old 1nd1gonou% tree. Prom the tree traverse loft: tn  -1
a blocked chlmncy,-f Climb up on the sutbtside of the nhorkstonﬁ%,:ﬁ
' thcn move rlght through the fissurc to a stance oxn the: nthcr
side. (Do ot atto mpt the casy-looling wormhole below the g
chocks — dangerous ! )  Prom the stance climb up to the top'of_jf
the semi-detachcd rock mass, stcp across onto the main face -
and climb straigﬁﬁ”up,' Onc can then cither scramble up through
bush to the top of this section, or climb the prominent rib on'
the right. fThe latter alternative is of mild 'E" ‘standara.

_ Pleauani'B‘/'C’ scrambllng leads to the second and most
piomlnont step whlch, although appcarlng to be very ﬂ:copy
offers nothing more than 'C'/'D! resistance. From the top of
this step one has to do a 50-foot abseil - an abgeil plton will ; 
be found a few feet down. (The pitch can be climbed down, but
this is not at all easy.) The small nck rcached is at the tbpa_
of the '_‘Long5 slanting gully! mentioned by Cameron. ' :

The third step” provides a Further pitch or two of 'D' _
uqtandar after which the rock CCtOTlOT&ﬁDS?x and one hﬂs to f:
be careful'moﬁ to &islodge loosc boulders, | o

B S '_..r_’J... [FUPRRVEY SV SR I T
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DRAGOON RIF: Variasic van dic corstc trap,

(1) 30 voet 'B! : Vanaf die bégin'vah dic cerste trajek van

die oorspronklike rocte (wat bo-links deur dic warm-skeur gaan)

" klim net regs van 'n klein vertikale krakic op, verby 'n kKlein
boompie en regop vir 1% voet tot onder in 'n hoek wat net links -
en 'n bietjie ho8r as 'n klein oorhangetjic 18. Klim now
~dwars na regsg op die oorhangetjie uit cn op tot 'n Iysic.

(2) 30 voet 'D'/'E': CGaen na links om dic boompic en dan tot
'n lysie 12 voet ho&r op. Xiim skuins rcgs tot 'n klein to-
ringkic op die hock, on gzan nou skuins links uit en dan op ns -

bo.

Hans Meyer, Heinhard Meyer, Vincent Swart, 27 November 1965,.

fe s



DRACOONKLOOF

Dragoonkloof is die steil, Figbéboste Kioof net regs van
Dragoon Ridge. Dit is verkieslik om hierdie kloof so hoog as _
moontlik binne te gaan, wat gedoen word deur so lank as moontllk'v
op die hellings links daarvan te hou, _ o _' L”

Die eerste versperring, 'n hoé&, onklimbare Waterval, word
bereik kort_nadat mens gedwing is om die kioof binne te gaén, 
(Sowat 30 minute van die berghut af - die watervalle by die aaﬁ{i 
sluiting van hierdie kloof en Fikenhofkloof word hier huite '
rekening gelaat.) Om by hierdie val verby te kom, is dit hodigf7
om sowat 60 tre€ na regs tp stap, tot waar 'm ooD, bossevige-' _
klofie deur die kranse breek, Hierdie ¥lofie word dan gekllw'-!f
tot waar dit moontlilk word om 'n betreklik-bred graslys aan die
linkerkant te bereik, Hierdie lys lei mna die hooflkloof terug,f 
Dit is wensiik om skuine na links op te klouter net voordat d1e ”;
kKloof weer binnegegaan word. '

'n Aangename stap onder die groot inheemse bome &eur lei
na die volgende waterval (droog in die somer), wat heel links
gekiim word. (45 vit. 'R}, 'n Flein endjie ho&r op is 'n ver-
dere onklimbare val, maar dit is nou weer moomtlik om die klooff 1
te verlaat en by die 'B' roete op Dragoon Butiress aan te sluiﬁ;f
6f langs 'n rotslys wat net bokant die 45 vt. val begin, o&f |
links van 'm onklimbare sy-klofie wal van regs af inkon. Hier

" die tweede ontsnappingsroete vericop soos volg: Die’ cerste tva—  
jek, 80 vt. 'E inf.', begin net linke van die prominente, lae
oorhang, en gaan dan skuins na regs wit na 'n goeie staanplelk
op die rand van genoemde sy-lklofie. 'n Verdere 150 vt. wvan
1o /1Dt klouberwerk skuins na links el dan na die hellings ho&r
op, waarlangs die 'B'-roete maldilk bereik kan word. Ons het
nie die moontiikheid om die klocf weer bokant die laaste veré_:
sperring binne te gaan, ondersoek nie, 8
(Eerste bestyging: E. Lotz. A Vissew, H, van Aswcnen, R. Toyer,
3 Manrt 1963)

AANTTEKENINGE




DRACOCN _BUTTRESS - 'B' 'RDUTEA

ExfrﬁétTfrdm én:afticle by K. ”ameron M C,B & Journql 1933

The next of our routes is round thc corner, aS‘lt wove, on o

the front of +the mountain overlooblnﬂ Hanlivek Kloof and facing

'south.  An uninviting, bush choked ravine (Dragoon ravine - Ed,)a}f 

separates Dragoon Ridge from a long, narrow buttress which is _
well worth knowing. = At the foolt and at the top are unclimbhabie

lkranses but these can be circumvented. One starts at the bos-

tom actually on a slope below Dragoon Ridge, and and as near o @ =

the bushy ravine as is obviously advisable, As soon as one is.
above the level of the obstructing krans of the buttress (which -
may be namcd Dragbon buttress) a traverse across is made. S

One can then proceed more or less straight up and by judi- _;'
cious selection of route nothing beyond '8' difficulty need be

cnicountered. The front of the buttress is not as sheer as dis- f~'

tant views might indicate. The huge, overhanging krans to-—
wards the tdp appears to block progress entirely, but as one
gets nearer it is seen that, by working up under the left-hand
bottom corner of the lkrans, a way out round the corner exists.
A short traverse to the left reveals a way up the edge of the
Itrans, sensational and not very easy, but by following a hnarrow
ledge still further round a guite simple line of ascent can be:
Teached. Alternating slope and short rock pitches lead right
to the top of Dragoon'Peak. A knowledgé of the route on Dra-:
goon Buttress is useful in an area of mountain where easy ways
of descent are the exception...... |

TOTES +

1. ”hls route is frcquently usod as a qulek wny down to the
hut, is very well beaconed, and needs no further deseription.
Parties not familiar with the arca may however find difficulty
in locating it from the top, especially in mist. For this
reason a line of beacons has been constructed from the top of
Duiwelskloof, extending right across the vliaktes to join the
beacons on the 'B'-route. o _ '

2. Water will usually be found on the vlalte to the north of
Dragoon Peak. The strcam may however dry up towards the end
of summer. ‘
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DRAGOON BUTTRESS

MIRAG? #Gii:'ff} f?._f_:”*

_._-_;Dcsorlntlon of flrst ascent by Hans Graailan@ M’n S A Journal  ;
"-f,1960 S - | | o

On a swelterlnc Saturday afternoon in January, 19609 when

_ :the sweat nourod freely down the workers construbtlng the LODt— -
.Dﬂth to the prnposed 51te of the new hut of the Stellonbosch .
_’sectlon, our eyes ag%ln and agaln mwept longlngly up and along

."ﬁhe huge, whlte facc on: Dragoon Peak Through the shlmmerlng

':hcat—waves it 1ooked unreal ‘and no more substantlal than a'j: ;_ $
: mlraﬂe : _ . - _ _ : >

‘What aoout a route up there 9', one'ovérheated member was
hcard to eyclalm,-” o ' R _ _
: ‘Well PR I see a pOSSlblllty'. anothor path v1ct1m';'f“'
replied.,  And 50 on March 18, 1960, Henri Snijders and T vcn—:7;ﬁ

tured out to Helshoogte with the 1ntent10n of 'hav1ng a Whack'

at the face the next day. o _ e

The follow1nﬂ mornlng, however, oﬁr optlmlsm.of'ﬁhe'pfe;
vious weeks was far below par after a cold nlght spent out in
a howllng black Southoaster At 9 a.m., we reluctantly de01ded
to Wander up to the bottom of the face in order to 1nvostlaato
the prospocts from closc at hand, Rapco ‘were Lnken w1th us
just in case! A pleasant 45 minute slog from the hut-site up’
{. Camerons 'B!'-route on Dragoon buttress took us to the foot _~“

 of the huge‘krans where Cameron's rowte veers off to the left,.
'On arrﬂwal, we found that the wind had abated sufflclently o

Justlfy an atteupt on the white face, which at this range Was'

. doeldﬁdly more substqntlal and 'un-mirvage-like ' than we hady-

barcalned for. _
- A long traverse to the rlght took us to tho foot of a prou',x

: m1nent gendarme that abuts against the cho. Fronm the top of
© this gendarme the face scemcd to offer very serious cl1mb1n 1n4}f

deed, and this was conflrmod after a fine lead by Henrl 1andod
us in the midst of bulges5 ginister recesses and a dlsturblng
numbor of overhangs ' ' o
We were dellghted with the exceptlonal quallty of the rock°'
for thoge who wish o verify this statement and to enjov tho_
climb, a detailed’ descrlpblon follows. ' : '

'Tenhnlcal desorlptlon

._; (l) " Where Cameron's route veers o the left, traverse to the -

I’.'.LD'I'J_'[; to the fDDt of theé U'ﬁ'l‘lﬂfﬁl'ﬂl"lr MR e dmtraTlrae ot RA Faak



well-marked 'G'/'D' climbing traverse.

(2) 770 feet 'B': Climb the white rib in the récess on the '-_
left-hang side'oflthe gendarme and move out to the right near__'n
the top. _ : . : _ :
(3) 100 feet 'E': Scramble up 15 feed, traverse to the rightj
for 30 feet, and climb the lichen-covered, right-hand corner .

of the gendarme. - _ : _ _

(4) 30 feet 'D': Olimb the short face to the tdp'of the gen4*5
darme., E _ ' _
(5) 60 feet 'G' (Crux): TFrom the platform, = 15-foot hand- _““
traverse to the left along a high, horizontal crack, with irre- |

“gularly placed holdsy lands one on a foot-wide ledge where the

arms may be rested. “1limb the obvious recess to the left,
where a sound piton halfway up safeguards the leader, Move to
the left out of the recess near the top to a small, airy stance.
The recess involves stremious climbing. _ : '
(6) 40 feet 'F sup.': Traverse six feet to the 1eft.into'a'zk
recess directly overhead, climb the recess, and then move Out'_
to the right and up and acroms an alward bulge to a foot-wide,
sloping ledge. _ ' _

(7) 50 feet 'E sup.': Traverse 30 feeb along the ledge to
the extreme right-hand end, and then elimb the recess which
leads to a comfortable stance. _ L
(8) 75 feet 'F': This pitch is the key to the climb.,  Climb
upwards'diagonaliy to the left until an overhang is reached.
Semi~hand traverse for 15 feet to the left until the overhahg-
terminates: an akward mantleshelf takes one into an casy recess
leading to a good stance. . :
(9) B0 fect 'E': Traverse to the left and climb the rceeoss
to the right of a sharp rib.

(10) 70 feet 'E inf.': Traverse %o the left for 10 feet and
then continmie upwards on the sharp rib until a cave is gained,
From the cave traverse to the left for 100 feet and scramble
for 200 feet on 'B!'/'C' standard rock to the top. |

NOTES ;
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HALLU”INATION 'G‘fg' o

Dcscrlptlon 01 flrst aocent by H Graafland E,C;S;Ag: T

o 'Journal 1961

Our droqn of a route up the middle of thc huge; Whlte_f 

amphltheatre on Dragoon Poak was dcscrlbed by Lot21o as a hal—.

1uc;nat10n. - When Henrl Snladers and I climbed 'erage‘ in .

‘l;Méfchi'196O o the 1eft-hand cxtremlty'of the amphltheatre, we 5 T
dmscussed the n0581b111ty of a 'fuhre‘ through the. centre; but (.
‘at the tlmo? aftor a’ few ﬂlances, we nonvratulatod oursalves
_'on being where we were,. Yet from the new hut it did not 1ook

- to bad., 'Just 11ke Plght Paco on TOML Y, Lotzic assured us,

'full of honeycomb grlps"3 We lookcd at him with suspicion.
Was our ' doyen! exercising some crafty rockmanship, and play1nw57 
on.our ego 7. “autlous we were, and more cautious we booame,j
but there was no casy ‘way out, for if we did not try 1t surely fiﬁ
some 'eagcr beaver' from the City was bound to hear of it and
snatch a beautlful routo away in front of our eycs. -' We could'mﬁ}i
let that happen, so forward! _ ' _ o

On Prldqy aftornoon, November 17, 1961 Henrl “and hls wife '

' roundcd me up 1n Stcllenbosch _ It was already hot at 6 a. m.;.: -
the next mornlng whcn we trudged up “the 'B'—routc (Dragoon But-

tress) to the foot of the huge krans where the 'Bl-route veers
off to the left. At T. 30 a,m. we changed our boots for klet-
terachuhe and traversed to the right, slkdrted the vendarmo (See:__
"Mirage') at its baseg scramblcd up a little, and bhen travorsed;-
another 250 fccth ﬁo the most promising line of weakness. Lhreo

) fine pitches of 1ncrea51ng difficulty on wonderful rock took us
through the flrst rock band, From herc it was all agony and “

frustratlon.for thc next few hours. _
We tricd to brouk +through in scycral plqces - to tho 1cft
of ‘the black gtreak, underneath it, but all to no avail until

Henri's happy 1ntu1t10n lecd us to the right through the difficuml-
Cties via a classic pitch complete with handswing. Fvorythlng o
- now looked hopcless; To the right, uscloess L Stralght up,

never!  Down agaih ?  Not yet! Eventually a long, ohscure: B
traverse, which mlght be a path %o nowhcre, was 1ttompted --and L
climbed. That was that for the day, for howovor much we batw
tled we just could rnot get through the 100~ foot bulge abovo.;'
Retrecat. We gave up, dog-tired, aftor twelve hours of tough B
battle.  Operation abseil ! A flurry in the dark and wc ars

" rived back at the hut just instime for the A,G.M. of the Stolnﬁﬁ°u



'a  1enbosch Sectlon : Alter the fatlgue and w1ne, we were hard jf.
 -put t0 keep our W1ts together in order not to vote for all tne_.
i candldateq who were nominated for the committee.

3 Next Sunday we were back in the arena, this time armed to
the teeth with pounds of assorted pltons and é&triers. T =211
else failed, we were resolwed to try with the 1ronmongery, _
Determined, Henri and I climbed rapidiy to the highest pbipt"
we had reached the week before. Although it was a scorching  _
day, the smphitheatre luckily keeps the shade until about Z“Q.m;,
a pleasant contrast to the Klein Winterhoek Frontal route !

After a brief palaver, we selected a 'break' through the
100-foot bulge, bristling with overhangs stretching right acroséf3
the whole width of the amphitheatre. Before mechanizing our- ;
selves we decided to put all we had into an attempt to find a
‘free' way through. with infinite care Henri commenced with
a sﬁénuous take—off and I watched him climb up a little beforei'
moving round a corner out of sight. 'What can you see 7!
'Hot too bad higher up!, floated down from above. T knew
what that meant ! A super optimist, Henri's 'not too bad!
means the prospects are practically hopeless. My douhbts were
allayed when I received the signal !'You can climb', and after
a Tew mixed severe and delicate moves I Joined him in a small
niche. 'Next go for you! he grinned, 'up over the flakeg
above and then left to the projecting rib', he added as an
afterthought. Ag this direction seemed legs unfriendly than -
the other points of the compass, I was forced to agree, A
pull-up on small grips and a mantleshelf movement led to the
top of the round, sloping flakes which had a bulge above that
tended to push one out. With the help of some strong lan-
‘guage and enthusiastic hammerwork I managed to whack in two
shaky pitons for z running belay. A few moves over the bulge .
to an overhang, a stretch to the left to maximur extension and
there, thank goodness, diligent searching revealed some con-—
cealed holds, The foot-grips being scarce, the next moves
had to be made in rapid succession. 'TLotzie, where the hell
are your honeycomb grips', I thought, 'just onhe and you can
keep the rest! Then‘my hands got holad of a mossy flake and
hanging on to this flake for dear life, I swung out to the left
to a foothold on the edge of the rib. The next 15 feet were
eagier, and rather played out I arrived on a two-Toot: wide
ledge that scemed as spacious as a hockey field.  Amazing how -
a few brief momcnts can be crammed with enough sensation to'
last a lifetimel S

A few grunts and yells #From below indicated that Henri



' eXcood1ng1y sevcre and that wa had cllmbcd to our 11m1t

" fiold lemon tea restored us somewhat and everythlng bolng

Q’relatlve? we made good speed over the neéxt pitches Whlch in -

comnarlsong seemed to provide only minor difficulties, A%
3 p.m. we built the summit beacon and celebrated with a tin of_
fruit. Relaxed, we descended the 'B'~route, re-living in '
conversation the more sensational moments of our new 'sesto-
grado!,

Technical description:

(1) Where “ameron's 'B!'-routc veers to the left, traverse to
the right to the foot of the gendarme. This involves an 80=
foot 'C'/'D' climbing traverse, Skirt =long the basge of the
gendarme, scramble up some 50 fect, and then continie along
tﬁe base of the amphitheatre to the most obvious line of as-
cent, where a beacon will be found. -
(2) 70 feet 'F inf.': From a small, rocky platform, 25 feet'g“
higher, traverse 20 feet to the left, and then climb to =
ledge via a crack formed by a block leaning against the facc.
(3) 45 feet 'P': Walk to the right along the ledge for 60
fcot, Ascend a flake by means of a semi-layback move and a
mantelshelf move. Tfaverse to the right and continue up the
fault, 0limb 12 feet to the right, up a face involving dcli- .
cate climbing, to a good stance.

(4) 85 feet 'F sup.': Climb the recess above the tred.
Traverse out to the right near the top to a stance. :
(5) 115 feet 'F sup.': Follow the beacons on the wide ledge,
leading to the right, past a black streak, to a chimney-like
recess. (1imb the reccess for 60 feet and then handswing out
to the right. . Continue up another 60 fect to a small stande.
(6) 30 feet 'B inf.': A few feet to the right, climb the
fault to a ledge. ‘ ‘ ‘

(7) 100 fect 'T': Traversc to the loft to the cnd of the _
ledge. From the top of a triangular block traverse to the
left until i is neccessary to move up three feot to reach a
handrail. Semi-land traverse a few feet, and then continue
to the left to a small overhang. Step down on a block to
gain a ledge. _
(8) 30 feet !'D': Traverse 20 fect to the left, and climb up |

~an obvious break. Traverse to the right along a rock ledge

to the right-hand extremity,

(9) 30 feet 'G': From the end of the ledge, lcan across o
the right. Pull up and around the bulge using two-finger- _
grips for the left hand abog% the hcad and a vertical grip fdrf_



_ _gover progoctlng flakes to a Iootrcst i Move. up to the- over-: -
_zifhangy and then travcrse to tho 1oft on gparse gvlps to El flako
 f-f(excopt1ona11y sevore) ' Prom thc flakc sw1ng down o the :
_-leeft to rcach a foothold on_the le Pllmb up to a twowfoot_;_i
. wide ledge. B R S B o ;;;, . 
(11 50 feet 'P'ﬁ Travorso 35 foot to the left (watch for a:f?f

;f'Prom thls p01nt cllmb for 15 feol up tho vortlczl face SRR
(12)_, 70 fcct 'F 1nf L Travorse ﬁo the watershoot on. the  713”#

NOTES :

(10) 45 fcct 'G‘? Gllmb thrOL fcot to thc Tlsht and thcm.up3[ff

loose blOCk porched 011 tho 1Qdﬂ'e) Ul’l'tll -the 1edge _bl"oadons, ot

right, cross it, move up 2 few feot, and then step into it

_Fllmb up to.a cavu.*_ ;.:'  '_ D ;ffffﬁ

(13) 50 foct 'Fl: Frbmfthc ca#é,'élimb'up ﬁhb’ioff—haﬁd rib.

" and ¢ ovor a detached block until it is poaslblc to stcp across-?%?
the top of the cavo to a stance’ on the right. ' B

(14) 100 fcct 'F'é Scranblc to $he top. .




'EﬁmMmmmmm- __-' -

Vanaf die Banhoekhut volg die Dragoon Buttress paadgle.

"v1r 5 mimute, waar mens dan regs afdraszi met die waterpyp-

'paadale. Na 2 minute is mens in die kloof en 5 minute later
by die waterpyp waterval (60 vt.). Stap ongeveer 50 tred o
terug en klim dan na regs (rigting as mens stroom op kyk) uitf:f;
vir sowat 100 vt. en volg dan 'n bogsieagtige lysie na:die'topfif
van die waterval. Onmiddelik hierna volg 'n 15 v, 'C'~klim
teen 'n mosagtige pleklde uit, en 2 minute verder in die klodf  1

op is mens onder die Disa-waterval. Dit is 'n mooi bre& wa-

terval bestaande uit twee groot trappe; 60 vt. en 50 vt. Die  f
eerste trap kan 1inks, teeh die wortels van 'n groot boom, 1  
uitgeklim word ('D'), en die tweede trap kan direk geklim word f:
{'D')., Na sowat 25 minute kom mens by 'n groot waterval met o
- "n wigklip daarin, en moet mens 50 tre& in die kloof afgaan_"
en links om deur die ruigtes beur om die waterval te omseil.
Tien minute verder volg 'n 20 veoet 'C' waterval en 5 mimute

later is daar 'n watervalletjie wat probleme bied. Asn sy

linkerkant is daar 'n sy-watervalletjie waar mens m,b.v. '1
ander se skouers kan uitklim en dan vir hom help van bo af.

. Hierna is daar geen probleme meer nie en na nog sowat 25 .
minute se klim in die Xloof op tot by die Duiwelskloofnek-Dra— -
goonkloof paadjie. '

Die klim neem ongeveer twee tot twee en 'n half uur en
water vind mens tot amper bo, Gedurende die k¥lim het mens .
ook '"n mooi uitsig op die 'Hallucination' en "Mirage' rots-—
Klimme, o _ _ ;
Soos hierbo beskryf ig die klimvgradering van die kloof
'n 'D, : . :
Eecerste bestygzing deur Reinhard Meyer cn Vincent Swart;

AANTEKENINGE s




o

EII%TEI\THOFKDOSF""

:BeskryW1ng van cerste afkllmrocto duur V. P, qurt Joornaql
‘van die B.K.S.A,, 1965, o .

In dic 1933 joernaal'qkryf K. Camcron: "Immudlatcly to_-
tho right of Dragoon Buttrecss is a deep ravine, waterfall-
obstructed and bushy, which may or may not be climbable.

‘Personally I have not investigatced its p0851b111t1cs, but it

does not look attracHive". . _

Hig¢rdie =manhaling, cn om 'm lelkkerder afklimrocté as Drav
goon Buttress te vind, waos die redes waarom R. Meyer en die _
skrywer die klbof'op 8 Jaruarie 1966 gaan deurlkyk het.  Die—
gene wat al Dragoon Buttress op 'm warm somersmiddag leer ken-:g
het, sal dit verstaan ! Van Cameron se woorde ,it doesg not .
look attractived was.geen sprake niej; inteendeel, dit is 'n
pragtige kKloof wal op plekke baie nou word en dearby is daar
nog disas te sien ook, -

. Dit is egter wenslik om 'n ftou saam te neem éangesien die
watervalle dan net geabseil kan word.

Hier volg 'n beskrywing van 'n alelmroete wat op 'n
somersdag as tn alternatief vir Dragoon Buttress gebruik kan
word. o : . . .

Volg die Dragodnkloofnek—Duiwelskloofnek—paadjie tot by
die top van FBikenhofkloof en stap dan skuins links af tot in.
die stroombedding. Gaan in die stroombedding af (die eerste

'paar watervalletjies bied gcen probleme nie) en na sowat 20

mimite en nog 'n waterval (15 vt. 'C') is daar weer 'n water-—
val waar d%ar oor 'm wigklip geabseil moet word (25 vt.), of
anders kan 'n mens regs om deur die ruigtes gaan om honderd
treé laer af weer in die kloof tc¢ kom. Fa 'n verdere 20

mimute in die kloof af, beland mens by dic Disa-waterval.

Daar is twee 50-voettrappe wat 'n mens sonder moeite kan ab-
seil, alhoewel 'n mens malklik van hier af by die Dragoon iEsu’fj~ _
tress—~paadjie kan aanslult deur na regs oor dic hange te gaan.
Indien die abseil gcdocn 1u? volg kort hierna 'n kort waterval -
(10 vt., '0') en direk hierna dic ,wabterpypwaterval'. Hier-
die waterval kan op tweec manicre aangepak word,  'n Mens kan
of links om, vir ongecveer 20 tre&, langs 'n bosagtige lysie
dwarsklim en dan na die kloof afsak,; of die waterval kaﬁfgeQ
absceil word (60 vt.) Na 'n paar minute se stap in die kloof
af, draai daar 'n paadjie na regs uit, wat jou na vyf minute _
se stap by die Banhockhut bring. ' |
Dic kloof moct in nab weerlvérmy word. Aé.die stroom

Fe
aterk viaei. zal dazar ook clistrs nrobleme wees.



EIKENHOFf'BUTTﬁESS,'

"D~ ROUTE

‘thlnct from.qn artlolc by XK. Pameron, M. G S A, Journal .1933,f,

ImﬁLﬂlthly to the rlght (cast) of Dragoon Buttress 15
~a deep ravine, waterfall-obstructed and bushy, which nay or
may not he climbable. Porsonally I have not investigated 1ts f
‘ possibilities but it does not look attractive. The splendld” f
buttress next on the right appealed to us far more This 1s:7f
Fikenhof Ruttress (above the farm Bikenhof), and like many .:”
similar places scems to offer no prospect of a route at first
glance. More deotailed cxamination, however, shows that it _fff
is climbable, in fact we have found two more or less distinet =
routes up it. Both of thesc, however, are good 'D' ¢limbs,
and simplification, if at all possible, would involve so much -”
traversing as to render the route unworthy of attention at all.

~ On a recent occasion we went up as much as practicable
on the left-hand cdge of the buttress and found it an excel- o
leﬁﬁ D climb; Five hundred feet or so from the top we were
forced round to the right, under a great overhanging face, inf"
to a wide recess where the ascent could be made to deteriorate
into a mild 'A', There is, however, ample scope for deviation
on %o interesting rock, We found the whole route really goodi:
if a bit stremuous. _ |

The top of the buttress conncets with a high ridge lca-

ding off the back (north) of Dragoon Peak and overlooking the
upper reaches of Duiwelskloof? the base of which can be reach-.
gd quite easily......

NOTES

It is alnost 1mposswble to pin-point these cllmbs from
the description alone, but the photograph facing page 36 of
the 1933 Journal does give some idea as to their whereahouts. |
It is almost certein that the left-hand route (callcd 'Western
routc by Cameron) follows the ill-defined ridge to the left of
the open gully in the centre of the buttress (as scon from the:
hut).,  The position of the right-~hand rouvte (called 'Bastern o
route' by Camcron) is less certain, but it is belicved to-
follow the similarly ill-defincd ridge to the right of the
aforementioncd gully. o _
Western route: o .f' /%ho' 

Thig route provides an 1nterost1ng and ploasqnt Way up to”{;



T';iihlgh vlaktesg'and can. also bu uaed as a. qulck Way down to the

. ff'hut f Tho fqut p1tch an opon TOCDSQ_Of rather goﬂd 'E'__w1llff
f. Qbe found 1mmed11toly to tho rlght of the crcst of $he rldgo
511Travorsc left from tho tnp of" tho pltoh and fron the stancc
_'galned cllmb tho oasy 80-fvot face dlrcctlv abovc,q A short :

. slope then lC”dS to the noyt rock bﬂnd, hhore onu is forccd to-ff
z the rlght if cllmblng of a high ctandard is to be av01dcﬁ B

:; _ihc firgt casy broak through is. prov1dod by a qhort chlmHDV—f {;*
f'wormholc gome 50 yqrds 10 thc rlght (Thc abovc throc pltch—f_

o gs are usually av01dhd whon descendlng by cr0551n the eream g

bed hlgh up and worklng down the opp081to HlOpCS ) L R
A shorﬁ slope, LOllOWOd by pleasnnt i1 /t F_scrambllngy_,jh”

-'thon 1cads to tho one pitch Whlch cannot hec avoldcd a 3O—Ioot ff
face on brcwn rock.'_ The position recached is below the soll—zf;f
tary pine trece’ whlch from the hut appcars to be on the. loft~.gffﬁ

~ hand skyllne of the buttre559 near the 'croat overhanglng fade'ii

mentioncd by qucron A walk to the rlcht along a grqss _ :
1edgo leads to the wide recess' wherc the asocni “could bof-77'

: mado t0 doterloratc into a mild 'A'"

Water will usually be found in the Dleasant 11ttlo i

; vlakte a few minuites beyond the summit of the ‘buttress, _ Ffamﬁﬁ-
" there to Dulwolskloof nek is a walk of ~some 45 mlnutos: : B



EIKENIOF BASTIQN

Hierdice roete begin in 'n kort; steil klofic (Duidelik-'”
sigbaar venaf die hut en regs daarvan is 'n kortd, prominente
bastion), ongeveer halfpad tusscn dic hut cn Piet—mymvrouklbof,"
Laasgenoemde Kloof is die kKloof tussen Eikenhof Bastion cn '
Bullcerskop. Dic bos in die Iddofie kan godeeltelik verny word
deur van dic rots van die wand aan dic linkerkant gebruik te
maalc, _

Die kolfic lci ma 'n kort grashclling, waarop diec rocto
na Iegs swaai om verby die steil kransc tc kom. Dit word
spocdig moentlik om fteen 'n malklike hang op te klim, en wan-—
ncer verdcre lransce dic weg versper, swaai dic roote weer na
links, om langs 'm aantal lyste 'n vlak, oop klofie ongeveer
in dic middel van die bastion te bereilk, Nou volg die rocte
die maklike rug nct regs van hicrdie oop kXlofie, cn alle rots—
work kan deur kort dwarsklimme vermy word. Ho&r op word. :
mens verplig om oor ictwat bloobgestelde lysies skuins na regs
uit te klim; maar wanncer die terrein nét te steil begin word,
word dic situasic deur 'm goerieflilke rotslys gercd. Deur :
hierdie lys na 1links tc¢ volg, kan die 'wide reecess'! van Cameu:i
ron sc roetes bereik word. Slecgs kort stukkics kloutcrwork
en 'n lang grashclling is dan al wat ocorbly,

Weens dic onsckerheid wat daar oor Cameron se Klimme op
hicrdic bastion bestaar, is d&it moontlilk dat dele van hierdie
roete van sy 'Bastcrn Route'! gebruik mask.

Terste bestyging . E, Lotz, H. van Aswegen, A. Visscr.
o9 Oktober 1961.

AANTTICENINGE




PILT*WY—VROUKLOOF

IDescrlptlon of flrst asront by 5 W} Spottlawoode, M .S, A
Journal 19561,

...This Darblcu1¢r river hag 12 waterfalls, from 30— :
footers with only muisance value, to great and beautiful 200-
footers ranging from the unelimbable to others thabt present no
problem, To be more explicit, this kloof lies between Bul-
ler's Kop and Eikenhof Pesk in the Groot Drakenstein Mountwlns-'
and, owing to the remarkable rock structure near the ‘Gop9 we
Propose to name it Volstruiskloof,(see Note (1)) | R

K. Cameron mentioned in the 1933 Journal that the Kloof _7 1
at that time had not been climbed and, as we ecould fimd no re— o
cord of a subsequent ascent, Pefer Carpenter, Brian Spottis—
woode and I set out during Easter 1961 Ffrom the Banhoek Hut
at the reasonable hour of 7.30 a.m. _ _

We trudged up the slopes of Buller's Kop to the right of
tne kloof and, after Tounding a shoulder, dropped into the
kloof above the first three waterfalls. The first of these is
casy to by-pass, the sccond should be posgible, but as the
third looks too big a problem, all three have to be avoided.

' In the Xloof one is immediately surrounded by age—old 1n—
digenous trees sheltering the forn and mosg-— —-covered boulders
beneath, Through gaps in the trees only the tremondou“.
white Tace on the south side of Fikenhof Peak on the left and
the jagged ¢liffs of Buller's Kop %o the right arc visible.
Soon we reached waterfall no 4, but as it is only a mere 20
feet high it is casily turned on the left, So far so good. :
| A short distance further the main stream turncd sharply to. the
right, and 20 yards on we were confronted by a shallow pool |
at the bottom of a dark and slippery waterfall in a narrow
chasm, Not so far, and not so good. , _

Forced to retrace our steps to the bend in the.stream, we
proceeded a short distance up the tributary to the left where
a break-through presented a possible way through. We built
a beacon and struggled up a 100-Ffoot 'Tt grade pitch (See note
(2)) to a broad, bushy lcdge. Foliowing the ledge to the
right until it petered out, we climbed a shors 't pitch to a.
ledge leading to the top of the watcrfall, We pobrod clnwer~
1y over the edge, and saw that the waterfall foll into a small -
pool.  This was ccrtainly not the pool at the bottom of the
dark and siippery waterfall that forced our deviation earlicr,
80 we werc forccd to the conﬁ%usion that we could only sce

&



'half of 1ts full 1ength . This makes waterfall No. 5 at least
150 feet hth o ' o

After moving on up the kloof, we were scon in retreat

~from an insolent 30-footer (No. 6), We retraced our steps to.
where we Te-ermtered the kloof above waterfall no. 5, climbed

out to the right, (i.e. to the left as you look upstream), |
scr@mbled up a short gully, and traversed to the left along a
bushy ledge. As we rounded a shoulder, a distressing, but
beautiful sight met our startled gaze. The river cascades at
least 200 feet down moss—covered ledges into a sunny, rock- :
gtrewn pool, Underneath terrific overhangs topping a huge,'
white face to the left of the waterfall, there is a narrow .
slit of a cave, This i1s the face and cave that look so fasci-
nating from the valley below. Milled with curiosity, we
scrambled up to the left of the face and traversed past some
trees into the cave, Coleridge's lines about Xanadu and ﬁhe_
'caverns measureless to man' were recalled by looming over-
hangs above, the smpoth vertical face below, the waterfall
tumbling and cascading into the pool on the left; and across
the valley from the entrance, Simonsberg, framed on both sides
by Buller's Kop and Eikenhof Peak. This cave must be Xanadu.

The cave itself is fairly constant 10 feet high, at its
deepest 30 feet long, and at least 100 feet wide. After
tearing oursclves away, we moved out to the right until the
cave narrowed to a small dessie traverse directly over the
highest section of the faces below The traverse broadened
out into a ledge running across the waterfall, the negotlatlon
of which required a tricky step—over that should not be at-
temted when the stream is flowing strongly. The ledge con— -
tined, somewhat overgrown with bush, for some distance to the
right to a rock leaning against a short wall. A 'C' grade
piteh disposed of the wall thus enabling us to traverse to:*hej
left back into the kloof to an attractive lunch-spot just
above the waterfall. _

The Kloof at this point was quite shallow and crammed
with Iush Cape mountain vegetation at its best. The sghort
waterfall shead was casily circumvented on the right, but soon
it was necessary to uncoil the rope for No 9, an BO—foot
waterfall in a crack. A good 'D' pitch on the right+hand.
wall solved this problem. The kKloof now narrowcd to a gorge .
containing the final threec waterfall obstructions. No. 10 _
inched by on the left; a cold-locking pool reminded one df’the_:
penalty awaiting a fall from§thc tiny grips. Aftgr a Slanceg3“



After castlnh about for an alternatlve we struggled_,;i‘u

._up ‘on the rlght uswng our lovely Cane flora, which at_ﬂ

that moment was our only link w1th terra flrma. More _
struggling to the left took us to ‘an open ledge leading
back into the stream bed at the foot of the twelfth and
last waterfall. (h\_ A 60-foot pitch ('€') up a crack
led to a bushy ledge which we followed to the left:
until a 60-foot '™™' pitch up the line of least resist=
ance led to the ton. :
The kloof was now 11ke any other - a slog, with the
compensatlon of fine views into the Franschhoek valley.(5)
It was 6 p.m., and we were faced with the descent of
Dragoon Buttress in the dark with only one very tired

torch. Beckoning us below was the hut - and more coffee!

NOTES
(l) This kloof has always been known as 'Plet my—vrou-

kloof?'.

(2) 5th waterfall: The:’D"grade piteh can be avoided

by climbing a large rooi-els tree higher up in the

gully,

(3) 11th waterfall: 15 feet 'Z', dlagonally urp the

left wall and 1nto the top of the water shute.

(&) 12tnh waterfall: An impressive 200-footer falling

into a small sheer-sided amphitheatre. Climb an obvious
crack up the left wall (the bulge is easily turned) and
then go a little to the right through the bush to a

tiny cave. (110 feet 'G/D') Now move out to the right
and up a few easy rock patches (110 fe=t 'B/C'). The
stream above the waterfall is now easily reached by

going to the right over the grass slopes.

(5) Misprint in the Journal. Should read Banhoek Valley;



BULLEE'S KOP: B! POUTF..

Note by .M. Spottiswoode, M.C.S.A. Journal, 1960.

There'is an easy ('B' grade) route up Buller's ¥Foo from
the north side which should nrove very useful as it is the
only easy route on the peak accessible from the hut of the
Stellenbosch section. _

Looking at the peak from thé hut site one se=s, about
a third of the way up to the skyline ridge from the kloof
betweoen Bikenhof Peak and Buller's Xop; a short gully to
the right of a small spur: The route starts .un this
gully and leads into a shallow kloof for about 300 faat
until one sees a black face flanking the kloof on the
- right. By skirting below this face to the right and
scrambling up one coﬁes on to the main slopes of the
mountain, whence the route to the top is straightforward.,
As the route is cohposite it is not easy to find the way
down if onc does not know it well. With a2 view to descent,
therefore, the route has been well beaconed. The beacons
start on the north side of the wesﬁ ridge leading from
the lower summit.

In the shellow Kloof mentioned above, there is a
magnificent cave. It is about nt the l:2vel of the black
face and to the left of the kloof. Somewhat reminiscent
of the ¥romrivier Klipgat in the Cedarberg, this cave has
a leval, soft, éandy floor capable of sleeping at least
20 pecople comfortably, a high roof, abundant slansbas for
bédding, and nearby in the kloof there is =2 woterfall that
appears to be perennial. The cave could'not be better
sheltered from bad weather. The only signs of previoué
human habitation were three small stones at the corners
of a triangle éurrounding some old coals buried several
inches beneath the fine sand falling from the roof. The
simple fireﬁiace is typical of the Coloureds and nrobably
daates back to the days of the buchu gatherers. T rather
imagine the cave has since gone unnoticed because it is

not visible from below.

NOTES:

It is just possible that the above route iz Cameron's
'Western Route! (1933 Journal), the descriptibn of which
corresnonds remarkably with Spottiswoode's '"B!' route. The
photograph facing p. 36 of the 197373 Journal, however, shows

the '"Western Route! much ngther to the right, in fact near



(mnerrs-: "i{opﬂ!faé _fout“e,. c'n't'a_.).' I
Jthe rlpht hqnd skyllno as seon frnm the hut

Cameron's dmscrlptlon of- hlS w stnrn Route reads as

:follows. 

”}.{ Thon we comg to tho hugn mﬂss of mount11n known
zas Buller's hop, probably the most consplcuous feuturp in
a district of strlhlne mountalns.” Thls is in rhallty i
spl@ndld-dnuble—headed'..ak (altltudo about k4, 600 fnﬁt\

prov1d1nf wondcrful cllmblng possibilities. So flr, ve_

have becen up three different routes on its mllp and . a h11f :ff

frnntagc of bastions above the farm HWursr1v1orshoek.
"The first of thesa, which may most conveniently be:
described ﬂs_ﬁﬁé'wéstéfn Route, lies well 1round to thn--”
left) in.placéS”overlnnking the deen ravine just rnfnrrnd
to. (I.e. volgtruiéklOOf). This route is somewhat
involved, but.ﬁOSt interesting. It starts in a short,
steep gully, dnd;'from the shoulder at the head of thié,
+a long watercourse rising sharply in a ﬁarrow cleft is
"attained. EvénfuailY'the cleft widens out, and a chéide“
of’ routes is”avaiiable: to the left uuﬂhne or twn smnoth
and awkward waférfalls nn to a long ridge; nr traversing
. out tn.the righﬁ'£o an area of slbpe and short rncl -
pitches. The alférnatives converge higher up'hnd'nnn—_
descript climbing.takes one to the more southerly of.the_
two summits of Buller's ¥op. The whole route would be

classed as 'C! ar 'Dt,




f:BULLrR's KOP-f GTPDLADNFR "IDGE ('rv

ANn JPTTISON'DTHGP (fF')

  H'iPe5cr1Dt10n of f1rst=ascent by C M. SpottlsWQde M”CLS.A;  {f~
'*ﬁf TOurna1 1961 SR AT O RTERERS FRREI -

After spendlnﬂ most Saturday afternoons over a pﬂrlod : 
:;of two mnnths sweatlng under the summer sun wnrklnp O _.. 
” the new Banhopk Hut :We felt thnt what wp knew of thh tops
;of the mountalns above us was dangerqus.' 80 one Sunday
mornlng 1n April 1960 “found Anthony France and me.-
:hav1ng brcakfnst at the hut qlte w1th everv 1ntent10n of
'nuttlng the mattor to rlghts._'"' ' ERE ' '
Assumlng that we should not be 1ble to flnd 1 fnnt of
v1rg1n mountaln anywhure 1n tho v1c1n1ty3'we turned nur
thoughts to the easy route up the north 51de of Buller'
1Kop.7 Over brpakfast we dlscussed thv nrobable lwnp of thn
'route, packed our sacks,'cllmbed to thc tnn of Buller's.

:'Kop, walked. rnund to th@ tnp of ﬂulwolskloof and descended

.IV1a qug;on Buttress tn flnd thrﬁn well known mnmbers of

the Stellenbosch Spctlon v151t1np tho hut sitp. Thcqe, 

on hearlng our story, prnmptly told us. to 1nclude a nntp_

in the Jﬂurnal descrlblng the ruute, Wthh wn duly did.- 
'(1960 Juurnal'_'B' route on Bullpr's Kop) ' _'

_ So, we dlscoverﬁd Banhnpk Was not 50 Wnll trnddon and'ﬁ
'éxplnrod after all' Therbafter, on Saturdﬂy afternonns: _
we unfalllngly gazed up nﬁ the mountqlns,”av1dly senrchlng-;
"fnr poq51ble ngw rautes. But 1t was not untll February,-
'1961 that any of our drﬁams wprc reallzed._ Thmn 1t was

_;that Wilfred Thrlng and I set out to 'look at' the right-

" hand side of tle 11rgest face of Buller s Kop v151b1@ from_-"ﬁ"ﬁ

'_thé hut. Thls fwcc looked nretty 1mpregn1ble except for -
"jthe rlght ~hand- edgc, wherp a rldgo runs dlagonally to the _
'rlpht endlng halfway up the chc.' Undeterred by the glnom

proph001es of rotten rnck made by é party at th( hut we   : 'T
_set off boldly to t@st our hunch ' |

JETTISON RIﬁGE.: The-rldg#, topp@d by an immonse bnulder

-qulte 50 feet hlph turned ot to be CGmpletely senarate

o from the face._ A VJTlPtY of easy and 1nterest1ng Cﬂmp051te

routes nx1st up thls diagnnal ridge and up the gully

" between it and the facc, and a Pleasant 'V'—ﬂradp pltch o

g w1th sudden exoosuro ‘leads to the top of thn bnuldnr.,'
Now what cquld the prominence on the side nf Huller s

 head be called nthpr than an ear ? Sa Buller's Ean thls-*

i



ff(Bullcr s Bnp'.Jettlsnn R1dgﬂ Chfd:) fﬂﬁ'°' 

prnmlnence had to be.

Frmm the top of the Far the 1mmed11te outlook Chqngcd; £;f“:

 ﬂas the face 1mmedlately abﬁvu us looked forblddlng Wlthfﬂf“

 : 1ts overhangs,_lt had to be the rld ze to the’rlpht of the.

.“ﬂ'face.' How tn reach the rldge was the 51xty—dnllir

quostlwn._ Ue mulled over the problcm bptwpen s;ps nf tea-H 
'and eyed- the future spcculatlvely. .Fnrt1f19d Swe brdced_?f
 _ourse1ves and overcame thn nbstacle by cllmblng up to a
"tlny but adequatc nlche benb¢th the nvorhanps.: The next
.fpltch was the crux of the. Cllmb —-”1 trqvorsp to the--

rlpht 1nvnlv1ng a Very dpllcate (fnrtunqtely, Dlton-‘

i_prntected) mnva lendlng tn +h0'r1dj, -'Three mnst enjoy=

able pltchns up the rldgm then led to the end of the.rnck{;ﬁ;f

Alas! The teﬁfenJoy@d on tnp nf'ﬂuller’s .Eﬂf tﬁfnéd'dut:
to be the last that day, for a badly packcd pnckpt of the

rucksack strewpd vquous 1tems of equlpment ‘mast af wh;ch- i'

‘we were able to retrleve, 'all over the climb. _ Néédléés'to~j:'

say our tin of tea was not . am\ng the items recovored

U As it was 2 bllsterlnply hot February ﬂfternwnn,“wej.

chose the qulckest av111able way down from the tnp oi the-.”:

rock' that 15, the trdvorse tn the left. 1long bush-cnvpred;_'

bands to the cave that is v151ble from thc car Dark._
 F0rtunately thore 15 ‘what appearsﬂto be perqnnlal water.
 near this c“ve,_and from the cave there is an easy'rﬂufe'

'dawn (the"B’ route)

Why 15 it that cavps ‘seem to be.sprlnkled arnund 1n the:' “.j

mﬂuntalns w1th such llttle regard for the C“nvenlence of
cllmbcrs ? It is an- irony of fate that when a cave is
iféally requ1red :tn shelter in during a rqlnqtorm, for
.exampln, nothlng 11rgnr than a dental c*v1ty can be fnund.
But in areas where nne would be gquite- suff1c1ont they qppm3“ 

to honeycnmb the plqce — 0n Bullor s Xop there arp no

.'fewer than three h¢b1table caves, all with water, 51tuﬁted .f5f

.Wlthln a radlus of 500 yards of Pach other. Therp is the
one mentioned above, thﬁt descrlbed 1n the 1960 Jﬂurnal B
"and the cave called 'Xanadu'. (Sce descrlptlnns of_'B' "
'Route and of Volstruisklaof. ) O ;”
Feellng that the’ climb desorvos 4 more flttlnF approach e

- ﬁn the final five pltches, a 'w1nt9r rusty party spt nut
'1n August and cllmbed strnlght uD Buller s Par on tho _
out51de. These new nitches arc 1ncluded 1n the technlcal
dLscrlptlon that follows- ' ' ' -
(1)330 feet 'H': Dlrect%xébeldﬁ £hé:tdp”ofﬁﬁﬁlleffs.ﬁaf,,



’Tjggf(ﬁulief}é K5§{:Jettisénjnidge;fcﬁgq,)'

(2) 30 feet '7‘-:Ascend thﬁ crack fnr a fow fpet

 travPrse tn the cnrner nn the rlght 1nd cllmb up thrﬁugh

'a tree.

(3) 60 feot ‘P 1nf :.Bear un Qllphtly tn the r1pht tn.a

the: red ﬂverhangs.‘ A trlcky trﬂvcrsc to thp left lequ

to a bushy crack. ‘Six feet up thé erack, follnw a 1odpe

to the left, to & small stancc at somp blocks. -

'(h) 70'feét_ E_; Prom the blocks on thn lcdgp, c]1mb un:

using both 51des nf a lonsc lonklng but firm flakc.

" Traverse 1o the luft underneath the mverhangs, and thpn -

move dlagxnally to the lwft £t an open-hnok recess whlch
is cl;mbed on_the rlght ~hand fnce.  Scramble 20 fect -
straight up to é beagonﬂ' ' . .

(5).60 feet EE éﬁp;’; MoVe:up.12 feéf_ﬁﬁ looSefblockér
a tricky trafér5é lO.feet'tn fh@ left then leadq'td ﬁ'led.—
with some small'trées; Cllmb a few feet on tiny handhnlds, .
traverse to the corner on the lpft lnd cnntlnuﬁ un on- small

grips to a stance on a ledgp.

(6) 50 feet ° E':fTrqverse 20 fopt 5 the Tig ht on tho-.
stance ledge. Cllmb ta a nﬂrrnw lcdgo loqdlnﬂ tn the left
and proceed up tn an open-bank recess. A mantclshelf

movement to the left out of the recess deposits on on a

;ﬂnod ledge.

(7) 30 feet '® 1nf I 01imb?difpnna11v:un and tn the

Cleft along the slopln ramp. A plt“n runner was 1nqertnd

tH protect thn leader aver an e1ght foot trnvprse, mnqtly

on dlmunltlvo handhﬁlds, leadlng to the enrner »n the left.

(8) 30 feet "B oinf.t: After a trlcky take- off near the .
beacon arcund the corner, climb diagonally to the left to

the nek between the Ear and Buller's Xop proper.

(9) 70 feet ‘E'i'Trﬁverse to the right a few‘feét below

" the level of the nek; this involves @ sten-— over anrtd 2

traverse around the corner using'an excellent handrail.

‘The exposure is considérable. Continue by follawing the

~erack leading to the top of Buller's ®ar. A recnrd tin

will be found in the beacon.. Abspll ﬁlroctly on to tho 

neck from a convenient bvuld»r._”

(10) 60 feet 'E inf.t: quvefsh 20 feet to the nisht,

pﬂst a tree, to a bnacﬁn.'_ﬁsc nd ‘the lnrpe, ﬁdinted_flnke:_F f

+r'\ A Mt alha trmA s "‘-hn f1?n1ﬂ1ﬂﬂ>§1nﬂ :
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éﬁd'df'thé.iéé. _ A pltnn runncr was placed at thls :
: D01nt __untlnue on at the ‘same lcvcl u51nﬂ smﬁll:foat;  e
: ‘holds and. scanty hand grlps.g_nrncred tn o bojunn_mﬁ fhé'
:Trldge.-(A d1r<ct belny may be glvon to members of the ' :
'pmrty by the leﬁder cllmblnb'up and dnubllnr bwck to thcx.
left 310n5 a. large flqhg ) - ' ' »

(12) llO feet 'D‘: Follnw tho 0bv1ous rnutp tﬁ a bushyv

qtance straluht abnve,_
(13) uD feet {E': Cllmb a strenuous crack to a small, -
triahgular'stance; o R _

(lh) 60 feet 'P" Trlcky and strenuous Cllﬂblﬂ“ un a

erack and che qn the lcft allnwed by easy rncr leads_Z f'”

- o the tap of thL cllmb.
On the whole; the rﬁutn is clean, pleasant and on sound .
' rnch.~ For 1qnb country cllmblnn there is surpfisihgly_.

'llttle scrambllng.-ﬂ77

' STEPLATDER ‘--lI'O.GE-' > The Buller's Far and Jeftlsnn nldpm

roittes lie up tho rlght —hand edgo nf the 1arg0 CllffS 
visible frnm the Binhqoh hut . These frlghtful fﬁces
terminate on the left in a watercaursp, whlch snawns ﬁ.':
waterrfall at Sﬁﬁé*fime;-of the venr, cnmlnp dnwn frnm thp-.
cave monthned abﬁve.: This waterfall is flanked by, an
'the 1eft ‘a lﬂn& SWGPDlnP rldgn ‘and it is up_thls rldge
.thqﬁ our second route lies. B ' B ER

During Nnvember, my brother Brlan and T ﬂvorostlmntod +h0T

" length of thls rldPO, w1th the rosult that we were back at ¢

 the huat in tlmp for nnﬁ n'clock luneh. The rﬁuto nrnv1dos
:n pleasint w1y up Hullor s Kop; 1t Jnlns the pﬂsy rnutP '
about halfway up the mountain, 1nd the cave mnntlnnod
above prwv1des an 1dpaL 11 o'clack tea-spot, - -

The appearance nC the rldwe inspired the namé:'gteplaader'ﬁ

Ridge?.

(1) 4o feet 'E : Although the.pltch up tho flrst rock
fiCF may be 61511Y dVOldﬂd it is worth doing. ffter
stdrtlng at the bdaqnn, move o few feet dlﬂFHnﬂllY tn tho'
Teft to a block nt'the bnftﬁm nf a nqrrnw crack, Cllmb _
"the craclk using‘small grips. Scramble up abnut 150 fppt.

on'edsy rock td q tr@e nt  the fnut of a chlmney[

(2) (O fpet ’U':'Cllmb the chlmney, trqvcrqc tﬁ the lcft

Cm T Fha Tedcea el e i
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(3) 70 fﬂet 'P"19rﬁcwod stralght up u:lnF thn nbv1nus_'“

  ”cr1ck5._ Scrimble 120 fnet up tn thP bottnm of a bushy
 Ch1anY-. Frnm thls ledge 1t 1s p0551b1e to trqvorSﬂ tn 

”the wwtprfa]l 1nd '1f lucky, flnd wmtpr. 

'(h) 90.feot 'ﬁ'ﬁ_Av01d the bush 1n thﬂ chlmney by

'.fciimbing up on the Ttht qum bach 1nt1 the chlmnpv 1nﬂg;

“continue up._

T(j)'BO fcct ‘F" Cllmb dlaponally up £ tho let to

" reach a nose 'and then cnntlnuc qtrﬁlght un.:'

(6) 40 fcet iB': Ascend the shallow crack for iEJféétF'

A tricky trnverse é few feet to the rmght is folldwed bya_"- V

a strenuous move’ un.

(7) 60 fcet ’Q’: After a shnrt scramble, élimb.straight f

.fup u51ng the chlmney at the top. 

(8) 4o feet REARTY short scramble leads to a QO fnot
'h'*pltch stralght up the rldg o

Although the rock on the lower pitéhés is sound, this

is not the case on the last two pitches, and it wounld. =

be better to uvnld the latter by scrwmbllnp to thn cave
up the gully to the rlght of the rldpe. ' ' o

NOTES ¢



 JorrIisow 'RI.D'GE:-'. -'vfii:iiiaT'IorT'O'N-' FIRS'T' SECTION.

'“ﬁfC;M; Spottlswoode, Geoff Ward, Jeénhé hqﬁeeli”

.'Immodlately to the rlbht of: Buller's Ear a very’ steop
gully cnmes down, leldlnP the_vory 1owost band nf rnch

1nto two buttresses._'To the rlght of the more nr“mlnont

“one is a lLrFer and alsn vory steep kloaof. Thn V“rlﬁtlon

starts up the smallpr left hand buttress (thls is 1 short -

distance tn thc left of a very prominent chlmnﬂy on thn_

" right-hand buttress), and after the Tirst band nf rncL

(UltChPS 1 ﬂnd 2) crosses pver tn the main rld 7 on the
right, _bove the forbldﬁlnp red overﬁangs of the r1th hand o

buttress.'

(1} 35 feet 'F/F'- Cllmb up a dellcato facc to beneath

the ovéfhang.: Uslng the left- hand face, cllmb up the

recess_to the ledge on the rlpht,

(2) 35 féet-'T/P'- Cllmb dlugnnﬂlly tn the left to a

" ledgze on thé7corner.  Bypnss the small overhanp plthor.'

on the left brfon the right. S _
Scramble 120 foet up and tﬁ the r1pht édrosé'thé gully:-
to beneath the"maln ridge. Traverse to the right-thfough' o
the trees thfc_béaénn ét'the bottom of the recess oppbsité
the free- stnndlng tower. - e o ' o
(3) 60 feet 'E': Climb the recess, ‘which hlgh@r up narrows
to an awkward crnck. Cllmb this and exit to the left to a'
ledge with a small troe on 1t ' :
(h} 60 feet 'E': Climb the recess.until if.is'bincked
by overhangs}- Exit to the left and climb some 25 feat -
diangonally to the left to 2 ledge.. '
(5) 80 feet 'Et: Climb diagonally 0 thenrighﬁ to the
cdrner1 Move ﬁp the recess to the blocks, and from the
largest of these a delicate move round the corner to the

ieft brings one to a recess with some trees.
(6) 100 feet 'M/E': Climb on to the corner on the right.
and continue straight up. s .
Scramblé up the ridgel'traVersé tn the left,'and climﬁ
the chimney (30 feet M*')., Climb up some 15 feet. This
brings one to between pitches 11 and 12 nf the original

deécriptinn.-




. BULLER'S KOP: CENTRAL ROUTE. ('D'). -

']EEktraéﬁ:ffhm éftiéle by'K; Camnrjn, M C .A;“ihufnal; 1933{~ﬁﬂ

ﬂ3 .3i} Then theru is the Centrn1 Poute : The maln'nbgectlve.'?
of thls 15 thc 1tt11n1np nf the mnst prnmln@nt oF'the [T
'ErlﬂHPS on Buller‘s-ﬁop,- thls may be dpqcrlbcd as.fhé

‘_south—wcst skyllnn of” thp pcﬂk 15 snen from ﬂw1r=r1v1ﬂrs—'

hn@k. At tho'bmttnm thls rlch drnps QW“Y 1n Pr01t

.;_1mpract10able leoklng cllffs,_¢nd one hﬂs to 1ok snmﬁ

”dlstqnce tn tho rlght far a: rpasnnlblﬂ commencpmﬁnt Thng;:
.lq fnnnd in’ 1n 1ncqnsnlcuous cleft whlch prov1des m'way |
'through thP lowest bolt of krans at its narrownst 001nt
The cleft may be located dlrgctly below a series of j '
 stecnly sloplng grass shelvcs Whlch show up Dromlnentlv
gust bcluw and to thn.rlﬁht of the grcat top kranq@s nf
the mountaln.'ﬂ:' i : _ e e

Once up the cleft whiéh.is'casier fhan it'anbéars from. -
5 distance, one wnrks up tn the left on to6 a narrow shoulﬂﬂr;f
across a sfcep;gully_and 8o 0n tn the main frmnt._ The routﬁ_;
then'élants upﬁéfds,'Sﬁiil.ﬂiagnnally to thé'ieff .ovcr
‘successive rassy lcdgos and'shbrt steep nltchos untllz'
the édge'is galned. If one has fnllnwod the nnturnl 11nw
the resultinf n051t1nn will be below a lnnﬂ llne of Lrﬂnses  f
150 tno 200'fﬁ0t 1n hPl”ht The onily roaannﬁble lonklnp ' |
way up is at 3 p01nt where A tnnfuo nf slﬂpe runs un fmr'. _
flfty feet or so, abnut 50 yﬁrds ta the rlnht nf thc edge{[  -
Here one can ﬂet 01 tn a narrow leﬂgn and a Hollctto .
traverse to the lLft round thls leads to = qnnqqtlnndlly—_
51tuated yuliy whwrﬁ.buéhos are both a helb anﬁ a hlnﬂrﬂnco
:'leflcultlps dlSﬂDUCJr abﬁve this and the remalndpr of the""
route to the summlt should nrosent no serlqus antﬂcles.

' The whole route would be cla551fled as 'ﬂ'...};

" NOTES:



BULLER'S KOP: FRONTAL ROUTE ('F1)..

Desciiption of first ascent by A. Gruft, M.C:iS.A. Journal,

1955,

On the.left?hand gide of Banhoek Kibnf, near its mruth,
lies Buller's Peak, which, when viewed from the vicinity.
of Oak Tree Camp¥*, presents an imposing frnnt; nat unlike
the south face of the Witteberg in appearance. Up the
centre of this fnce rises o steep rvidre providinz the:
nbvious frontzal route up the peak. The wesk's Varsity
holiday in early May found Bill Turner and the writer _
firmly*ensconCEd at Oak Tree Camp, gazing hungrily around
for good climbing. On our first day we decided to
reconnoitre the ridge by climbing XK. Camcron's Central
Route on the penk, which would give us a good idea of what
difficulties lay ahead. From it we saw that an overhang=
ing step on ‘the lower sections, and the start on the upper
sectinns, would probably give us most trouble, but that
the rest looked relatively straight—forward. On the 4th -
May we succeeded in climbing the ridge. Txeeptineg the
first pitch, the guality of the rock proved to be good,
and we both agreed thﬁt the climb was a most enjryable nne.
We therefore recommentd it strongly. Oak Tree Camnp is
snly 15 minutes! walk from the Dwarsriviershoek farm (now
Wentworth), and as the area is s» near tn Cape Town the
climb can easily be done in a short weolk-snd.

Three-quarter hour's slogging took us‘up ts tha base
of the rock. We broke thraough the lower band of rock by
the same gully as the Central RPoute, belnw the steeply-
sloping prass gullies tn the rvisht of the ridae, and start=

ed climbing from the small nek nn the laft.

(l) 110 feet '®': Climb up the face, waorking slightly.
to the right »f the crest, then up a recesserd corner and
out to the right at the top.

(2) 50 feet 'E': Up the corner on the left, then tn the
right into a crack.

(3) Traverse 50 feet to the left along the ledge, then

g0 up the abvious ensy gully to the next ledge,

(H) 50 feet 'I': Climb up a clean crrner to the laft of
the crest on hard rock. After scrambling un t~ thoe next

band we found ourselves below the wicked-lnoaking bulgins

# This is din the Banhoek Xloof, above the farm Wentwarﬁh;'.

i



 ?(Bﬁliéfstoﬁ Frdntal,'pnfd;) g{

”eh'séﬁtion”bf the ridge.

(3) 90" feet"F'é'climb'thg face for 25 Feet 'thén traverse -
“tn thn rlpht 1ntn an nverhﬁnp1n7 roccss, whlch 1% cllmhnd

'fnr l) f@ﬁf; rnund tn tho r1nht aua1n 1ntc a a chTmnoy

with the top clusod in by an ovnrhann. Exit Lpﬁln tv thﬂ j- :f

Ttht
qjme 'C'wscr1mblinp léads tn a bronad srass ledze which

sep ratcs the lower and uppor soctlons of thé-fiﬁgn; and

famn whlch the party devoured a cwplnus lunch while plqnnlng o

aut the rnute °bnvc.

(6) 50 funt 'D'- QCramble up on to a pcdeetal an the. lcft'.
'nf the crest Ovorluaklnﬂ the ravine bel 1low; thls is fnllowod
by a trlchy sw1nh into the nully an the right, which exits

thrnugh & wnrmhole.

(7) 110 feet rEr: The pitch belies its vicious appearance: :

and is quitc mild*” TF&VLPSP to the right on to the cho,
then climb dlapnnally up to a small bush. From Here a
tricky move fgllows{_use an unsound-locking flake which
is really QuitQISOHnH after all. Climb out to the right.
and up a rib to the top. ' ' L e
(8) 30 feet 'M': Up the next faco to n small stance.
{(9) 25 feot 'F'g'Wnrk up under an nverhang'tﬁ the riéht.'
" of an obvious slit. A tricky swing talies one into the slit .
below 2 chockstone; which gives more foad for thousht.
(10)'56 feet 'D': Move out to the left and up the fzcé.
About 300 feet of cshtinubus"B/C'—scrambling takes ane
to the summit rldFC. o

Our cllmblnp tlme was 8 hnurs,'inéludiﬁﬂ o long'bréak-
for iunch. This can be taken as very slow, as we were in -

no hurry. After depositing our record in thoe beacon we

ran down Spitzkdp ravine into Banhoek Klaonf aﬁd'badk ta our .

canp .

NOTES :



BULLER'S KOP: KASTERN ROUTE {'c').

Extract from an article by K. Cameron, M.C.S.A. Journal,

1933.

ew... Reference was made (see description of Western:
Route) to the steen grass shelves below the fnp cliffs,
and these can be worked into an extremaely interéstinq  
route. The narrow cleft at the bottom can be taken, of

N

course, as o commencement, but to keep the ascent gquite
distinect use can be made of an alternative line 200 or
300 yards to the right. Here, almost straight above a
large clump of trees, is another vulnerable spnt in the .
lowes kranses, and one can get up on to a steep - very
steep — piece of slope. Then below obvicusly Adifficult
rocks a traverse is made to the left inte a delightful
ravine where, at the foot of a fern~draned waterfall,
are irresistible temptations to halt for morning t@é.

Hush is the next obstacle, but one can strugsle round
at least nne ledge until the lowest of the srassy shelves
is attained. Upward progress is then uncheclked far n
long way until one finds neself clese under the main too
cliffs. A pleasant alternative tn toiling up the steen
grass is to take tn the rocks to the right, where continu=
ous interest, without undue Jdifficulty, can be Cound for
a thousand feet or so. Tither alternative will land one
on a small shoulder in a most impressive situatinn.

A slight descent to the right is the natural woay from
here, as it leads to a series af traverses belaw the jreat

crags which guard the peak on this side. Eventunlly cne

cenmes to a wide break where the most direct route degenerates

into & plad up steep slope to finish on the saddle between
the two tops of Buller's Kon.

A more attractive, if longer, alternative can be found,
however, by turning up from the foct of the break into a
side ravine on the lef't. In this ravine a belt of roeclz of
about n hundred feet high needs tno be attackad with
circumspectinn. Above it, a pleasant ridgé leads to the
snuthern summit. Nothing more difficult than 'C!' need be

encountered on this route .......

NOTES ;




L

. BULLERSKOP: PIKADOR-RUG ('F').
Eérsfé'bésﬁygihg: . Gréafland; G. Waldman, B. Kinsloey,
D. Lubbe. . o
Natum: 27 Desember 1964,

Pikador-rug is die eecrste prominente rus ress van Camerodn
se "Fastern Route", en is duirdelik sigbaar np die foto in
hierdie zids. Dic volgende boesonderhede is deur Graafland

verskaf:

Volg die pad van die hut af wat langs Fikenhof-bastion
verby Volstruiskloof tot ann die voorkant van Bullerskop
loop., Hierna is dit die beste om via dAie los klippe van
die ou rotsstortings die boonste vonrbrand onder Bullerskop
te volg tot by die ruyg. Tyd: Fen uur en 15 minute.
Klouter tot op 'n nekkice agter n rntsfnring. Vandaar snnos

vl

(1) 90 voet 'D': XKlim regs om ' punt en dan op na n

staanplelc.

(2) B0 vnet 'E': Wm Kort 'E'~beweging in dice middel wvan
die rotsmuur word nitgevoer; klim dan op na m staanplek.

(3) 110 voet "E inf.": Xlouter tnt by ' bonm ander m

'

hoekige skoorsteen, en dan in die skoorsteen on.

(4) ¥louter op na die volgende rontswand. Ons het eers
die skoorsteen Tegs van die rug prabeer, maar aangesien dit
baice los en vuil gelyk het, het ons dit laat vaar en no die
uiterste linkerkant van die riug beweeg. T Trajek reg op
die kam het moontlik gelyk, maar ons het verder na links

om die punt beweeg tot by M boom (20 voet '¢/nt),

(5) 110 voet 'F': Klim vir 20 voet in die hoek bokant
die boom op, en klim dan dwars na links vir 25 voet. Klim
op en beweeg na regs terug tot in m klein sknorsteen met
n bnnﬁpie. Klim op in hierdie skonrsteen, bheweeg dan weer
na links en klim die linkerwand van m wye hoek tot sinder M
klein oorhang. ﬁier 1lyk dit asof ' mens na regs bewees om
'n bosaétige staanplek te bereik — klim epter M panr voet

na links en dan op na m klein staanplekkie.

(6) 45 veet "F inf.": Beweeg na links en dan ap in M nis
vir m paar vaet; klim daarna uit na resgs by M struikie verby,

en dan rez boantoe na m staanplek.

(7) 40 veoet 'C/D': Xlim dwars na regs verby 'n skonrsteen

en verder om die punt en op na m stnannlelk.

$is



(Pikadbrarug,'vervolg)

(8) 65 voet 'D': Klim reguit teen die Arys rotsmuur ops

(9) 100 voet 'D': Klouter eers op na die volsende rots=s
muur, on beweeg dan links na die uiterste linkerkant van
die rupg. Kiim 80 voet al met die kam langs on en beweed

dan skFuins na regs op tot by M bocm.

(10) 100 vaoet "E sup.': ¥lim 50 vaet dwars na links en
dan reg boontee na M stoanplelk.

Wanncer M mens bo-op die rug is, kan jy 5 Camercon sco

nEastern Route" afklim ('C'), &f by laasgennemde Toete

aansluit, tot op die berg stap en met die '"B'-rnete afklim. -

AANTEKENINGIC :




S BRI B f . SPTTZKOP RAVINE (rat).

Bxtract from article by K. Cameron, M.C.S.A. Journal, 1933:

.';..'before the climber nttempts anything serinus in ﬁha
nei&pbourhbod, he should make himsélf acquainted with o
Spifzkop Ravine, and particularly the path up it. This
is advisable to know, as it provides the only really casy
route out of the Banhoek Kloof on that side, and in bad ‘
weather it is freguently useful to know of a quick way.off
a peak. The footpath starts up what is really a subéidiary
gully on the left (western)ésidc of the main ravine, Half¥
way up it crosses a narrow ridge and then leads round
horizontally into Spitzkop Ravine proner. It then foes
.('§ almost directly up and finishes on the irregular plateau
o between Buller's Kop and Spitzkop. Climbers in the vicin}tf'.j
should know sufficient of the topography to be able to : :

find the uppef end of this path in a mist .......




BANHOEYX SPITZKOP
1. Noordwestelike Rug.

2. Londt se Frontroete

TERSTE TRAP,
DRAGOONRIF

1. Oorspronklike
roete

2. Variasie
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| BANHOEK-SPTTZKOP: NOORDWEST®I TK% BUG.

Benadering: Volg die-kohtoerp%d“VGrBYVdié swemzat tot in

ﬂf&pitZROpkloof; Van_Spitzkopklddf,'mik na dno hnok wat
 deﬁr'die_kranse aan die noordekant van die be ra gevcrm

word. Die lilim begin sowat 100 voet van-die hoek af.

Relfen op twee uur van die hut af tot hier. Klin skuins
na regs op oor kort, maklike rotsdele, totdat m hoboste
lys bereik word. anp hierdie lys na regs. Nie eerqto

trojele begin sowat 30 voet Wan waaAr die lys ﬁoodlonn.

i

(l) 20 voet "E inf.": Klim die roatorkantste-van twee

skeure, wat nie so. glad is as wat dit lyk nie. Maklike

klouterwerk lei na ' kort, moeilike rotsband wat &f direk
geklim &»f na links vermy kan word. Die volgende trajelc

volg snmiddellik,

(2) 25 voet "E inf.": Net links van die uitstaande hoek,
waar Mm ncu spleet vir goecie vatplekke sorg. Stap op na rdie

nonrdwu telike rug.

(3) L5 voet "R inf.": Klim iinks van dieé kruin van die
ruy op, by n duidelike swakplek in die verdediginsg. K1im
dwars na regs onder die oorhang na n bre# lys. Daar=is nou
N paar moontlikhede, waarconder maklike klputerwerk heel'

regs. n Lekker trajek is egter die volgendes

(h) 20 voet 'D': ¥lim op in die hoek gevorm ﬂeuf n plat
rib en die wand, sowat 15 voet van dic regtorkantste.end
van die lys. Beweeg na repgs uit heel bo. n Stuk kleouters
werk volg, en dan ) _

(5) 20 voect D Bllm op in m hoek net regs van-die.kruin'
van die rug. (M Tou is nie hiér nodig £ .) Wn M bietjie .

klnsuterwerk lei na die volsende trajek.

(6) 40 voet "FE inf.":  Xlim eers op tussen die 1osstﬂﬁhde
pilaar en die wand, stap dan ocor na die platvorm in die
hoek, en klim in die hoek op. ™ Nou skeour in dieﬂhoek;
vergemaklik sake. ﬁbwegg ho na regs uit, waar mn kort

optrek-bewepging die trajek afsluit.

(7) 30 voet "L inf.n";: Hierdie trajek, wat vén " gladde
skeur en die wand net regsxdaarvan gebruilk maak, kan omseil
word deur 'n maklike sig-sag trajek m ént na links — maar
waarom sou n mens ? m Goeie vatplek teen die linkerkantste

wand is vir die verbasende 1ae gradering vorantwonrdelilk.

(8) 50 voet "E inf.". Oorspronklilk hét ons hier op die . #

kruln van die rug beg 1n, en ndA m moeililcd wegspring ﬂwﬁrs




?het was dit'nie vir fdie we ﬁqprln nie. TDie erstn trawnlﬂh

af(Bﬁnhnek-Spitzkop; NW—fug)

" na iihks Feklim, na mn rlb wat na bn gplel het.ﬁ'n Makllkn
ﬂ@lternitlef 18 meor nn llnks, waar 3! krﬂnh met biesios -
‘maklilk ber@lk hun-wwrﬂ ﬂle quqk kﬂn Fﬂkllm word (tuln— e

mﬁdk tuoliatbQQrI) en ]el sundew m}01t0 na Aie boFenoemde-

rib.ﬂ Vir' dlefwat nie bang is vir bloot tcllln; nle, 1s
daar die oop wand rTags van Aié bi951e—kraak; Aid is erter
ietwat moeiliker.

(9) 30 voeet 'E': - HMierdie trdjek'sou a0k T "1nf._ AEWREeS

15 naamllk on’ mﬂiphoost s WRRITIA T paar bqlﬁnsbeweﬂln 5

nodi i 1s um makllkcr terrein te bereil:. DNie ros is voor

'mle hand llﬂvend . “-'Skouer' ﬁal natuurlilt al ﬂle verskll

mnak .;.. (Jlnrﬂlc trajele kan omgestap word, maAT aan7951en o

dit. dle lekkerste trajek op die kiim is;, sou Hlt snnde

wees om dlt_té ﬂoen.)

Nog sownt 40 minute se klouter en klim na die kruin van -

die berg, en dan kan 'n lekker billie tee op die waterryke
vlaktes ten noste van die berg memaak ward Pas tog net

op vir brand

Ferste bestygln‘ﬁ Dr..J. Ver Loren Vén Themaat, R. Watson,
W. Voigt, R. Meyver, E. Lotsz. '

Datum; 13 ﬁéSemEer 1964,

Verbeterings deur H. Meyer, L. Lotzm, Barbara.von Wechmar

en Dﬁleen'Standéf; 2 Januarie 1965.




talls of* all th:e _acéldpnts whlch_har] occurred“




';(éﬁitgkbpfFfQﬁﬁﬁl;.cntd;T  f

':wo wers thus engaged.- L T _ :
.. ”.Tlmo Dasqod sw1ftly untll 8 30 'whan B, ahd:fﬁe'Wfifér
.doplrted to go and meet_Morth, lnﬂv1np Londt to'“ﬁiﬁd'the 
housp"; | . | . T ._ B ; o . | . .. :
' Ve reqchod the top of thé'ﬁaqé:béfofo'the cﬁft'whidh_ _-
was brlnglng Morton,'aithduph we could heqr the hDFSPS_ |
coming up but st111 a ‘good dlstince off S0 we. squﬁtted
ﬂgalnst a bank to awalt their arrlvql;' Thcy arrived not
long: ﬁftorwards buﬁ Morton dldn‘t allght at onco, ﬁnd we -
kept dog o to seeé what he would do as the 1oca11ty was
'étrango'to hln,'but when weo hnnrd hlm say, 'IF they doﬁ't
“turn up T'11l drlnk ‘all the cqndensed-mllh , We d 01dod to
show ourqelvns.f | _. ' _ _ _ : _ 

o At 9.30'nekf ﬁorhiﬁg B.;.L. and the writer seﬁ out-fofﬁu
Spitzkop. After following the left bank for about twenty
minutes we crossed the stream and proceeded'alohg the slbpes;'*
an thé'dpﬁoéife:bink;_'An hdur{s'waﬁkinp'bfoﬁght'ué to tﬁp”'
lowest’ p01nt of rock (1500 fbet) and we 1mmﬂd11tcly commpncedj'
cllmblng. ' ' o

Faboons hnd beon constnntly b&rhlnﬂ at us whlle on our.
way up thp kloof but although we stonpod several times to
.try we never could see any; even while cllmblng we had _'
frequent rumlnders of the fact thnat we were being watched,

Yhen éomé'hdndred Teet or more of rock was bBelow us a.
 'movcm9nt to thu_lnft was made; ending in the wide“grassy.
' gully whlch 15 plalnly v151ble from the camping‘place'and 
.1Whlch is almost 1n the centre of the Tace. Two waterfalls
"form the upper part ‘of this gully, and it was decided to
‘climb the one on. the left, a beacon being built to mérkfdur'::
start. T _'_'

The- cllmblng was 1nterest1ng straleht awﬂv, faf a 150
 feet or more the chlmney, into whlch the waterfall had- _
developed, providod just good élimbing, after that it provod’f
tricky for the holds were few and rounded, several plucas '
requiring far more balance than strength or reach. At lﬁngth
the chimney cleed in, forcing us oﬁ to the face on the right.;
After ascending this for nzarly 50 feet a traverse to the
right across a gully was made. This was ndt the gully
which dropped onto the slopés.below but was 2 branch from.
the one which we had climbed. 1 |

Our traverse landed us on the central buttress of

Spitzkop; another bencon was built on a lcdnﬁ thore and the:f3

L. . ] .
S T e TR D R R



of chw:work w1th comforf ble holds, th

"-Zf 1oo feet

to watch my offorts,

.too Wlde to Jamb foot 1nt0 qnd too°”"

_'mberj .1 n" tﬁe tnnz-_:_.-

'small stcne Wbd ed_j

thﬁ back di;the latter”

'ﬁfreach

the trlckvi;f

'_;whlch goes to Drové'that hL also founE

.a; tr1CLy-f.A full from thlq plac _would have-m 1nt

.fifncﬂrly SOO fo“ so thmt thn rone,

:~jhold -was A n000551ry s“fcguﬁrd

:57,ly, but was dnnlod thﬁ plpusuro nf prlnnlnn 1t Bevrlsfhrd'ﬁﬂ?

 ifh9 cqmo up thn'cradk: nd thwnks to hls lenﬂth,_SImnlv nutcyw'p

thls hqnd nver ot ’chochstnnp 1nd honvod hlmsclf up'””'“”

5A llttle hlﬂhpr up we rhﬂchod a bulgo whlch bqrrod-:

further dlrcct prOHress' ﬂcnnnalssancp wws mndp flrst

o the' rlght of ‘this bulpe, qﬁd*ﬁhjg,tggﬁh¢“"" 'fthé“iq@kf”'

Fffon the rlght lonked'p0551ble but unanltlng, asiaﬁé

:fnot seo what was bpynnd Thp op9051t0551de gnve accons;tog ,jf

.'ﬂa nnrrmw bush—chokﬂd yully whlch lonkhd”aSQiffiﬁ33ﬁ5;

H f}D0rt1on would provn_a tnngh npp051t1on.pfv“k“L

e Thls rnute lnoked moro feaslblc thin the nthnr sh'our:j
.ﬁ le1der cllmbed 1nto the ully untll a small cuvo llk@ recosq

No.i

2:301nod hlm th@rc,

'wﬁwas renchedﬂ” :and fhpn Nn

?_hb secﬁnd man,'wedgnd 1ntn th}jff{ m

:Olllﬂ'::“

:gmnd saw numornus



ome back, thm l_adpr

=T

 nO mﬁre,-and3ﬁhdt”1fuld woijynﬁﬁh;

  jnone-uf us CUUld say'”

]nf 1005@ rockj_ﬂDnllcate notwork was nocessary bucauss

'Wﬁthird man was_dlrpctly undcrnoath,thls chlmnnv ﬁnﬂ wnuld

"frfvery llkely h1v'_stnppod snmethlng had the leudcr dlslnd

. L1thes0 frapments

' OW1nﬁ't0 his short reach t_n;flrst man had to usoi f

ﬁ of the flahes uS a handhold-"wo.;~ shudﬂ red whpn ho ho

.:t;sn and tth Jammcd securply.,;Thg tnn of thL chlmnpy wms

"?fshout'“All rlpht'”

.afsunt.away.and 1t loft an exc llnnt foofhold

7ﬂ of a. tooth of rock,ﬁ Vn.al had threﬂded the'

: f1t whlln thesflrst asce

fqnﬂ thls mad 1t awkwarﬂ'

ahd m11ntﬂ1n1n” one's 1 ”

“fpu5hiwith{thﬁfrigﬁﬁfﬁdﬁdjfhﬁéQ oﬁé:f

fthc top of ﬁhe boulder;J_oncc on ton of thls n narrnw lnd

ﬁlpd around the cnrner.“_The two "follﬂvers" rather anx1ouslyfﬁ

- awa1tcd V_f?l’s rPnort and 1ﬁ wns gratlfylnﬂitn hnlr hlm. 

H_Thp thlrd mnn “then camez_;;iff

' fand No. 2 followed thc flrst man., ;f“~'“'~’ ﬂ'.'

On rcachlnp the chlmney one of the lonso fraﬂmonts:w1s

_hlgh nnough to f 

'ﬂfcnnblc one to: rcach a handhold .on: thc rnck char ot thnf-

 ??lnnsc flahcs. Ong nf thﬁ lnttﬁr; thouﬂh had tn_ho'usod'jé

foothold ds nne Fmt a blt hlghtr,f;ff

At thC cornerfa Splpnﬂld bnlay wns Foundflﬂ”thd Sﬁ§5§

  beh1nd 1t whlle the. )terS:WCrG mov1ng_and the nuxtﬂmln

‘ded: the faco whlch;f:llowed'

’T‘hr:x 1ﬁdpn A& ‘Thnlif‘-:]éﬂ'.f Fr-nf 'Enﬂ.a hv AR 11’1(“11{"% bI‘O"l(



': ;r1van+aﬂ0 of thr,"

'Hfjup 1rd5 tn rench thp ncxt hnld.

A broad ledge was rcachgd at tho tnp_n thls:facc-nnd

';f?we stopped hcru to eat SDmL r1151n5 nnrv

}w1ter and also7tn put nur bqnts on: apaln.y-doﬁﬁinuingfwff"

.; cl1mbed 1nto "“Wl,e gully on the rtht _and-follo«eﬂ .   :

'" som' dlstnnc f:tho cllmblna belna 51mpln chep

i Uhere a smﬁoth, watﬁr wnrn ruck had to be surmounted

' :rncks nverlaoklnﬂuthe gully wern?cllmbnd for 70 feet,

'F;fnllnwod by

:ﬁﬁfnf a smﬁoth rnck w1th thg flrst hnlﬂ nequy 511'foek 1n-L*”

.”ffand thofnext nnc thr o feet hlpher,-'thls was nvorcnmn,

'5q*hn1d

”fﬂusoﬂ tﬂ driw nne s body up untll tho rlpht kn?

”Tﬂﬂ next move was fn to tho buttrﬁss nn tho rlphtg;Thp:E;ﬂ 

' walk,a10ng.& brnad 1PﬂFO tn tho fr“nt of thoiw*“ﬁi

fCﬁn31st1nﬂ,};ﬁ

fbuttross,'where the next prnblem-was encnuntprﬂﬂ

w1thi

i.-"':_'-'_1:110 alﬂ of the next;man, thc last nnp u51ng thn_rnpo aq'é

Tasy rochs lod_tg.tho next pnlnt nf ﬂlfflculfy;'whlch

W&s'd narrnw chlmney_'about hﬁ'foet hlgh c1nspd 1t the tnD.fffz

The: actual chlmney was nothlng vory hard to cllmb Hut t?

. th hold One hqd to _mb backw1rﬂs ani Prasw thc mut51dﬂ

:ﬂfﬁinf thc bﬁuldcr Whléh formnd thp rnof by leSlnF thp-

_3

:fgct tu 1 hlpl_r hold 1n51de the chlmney anﬂ brlnnln ;nno'sfl_ﬁf

'walm St hﬂrlZOHﬁﬁl DDElﬁlﬂn, tho armqﬂﬁnuld be;;*

.ﬁstrctched nut untll thc tnp nf the 'rn0f' was grﬂspeﬂ _ﬁﬁé?ﬁ

"VfELt were then 1llowed tn sw1ng mut lnﬂ tho 1rms nnly wure

o Cnnld regch--

- a hnld_ab thn tnp of thn chlmney,'nn thc nunsmﬂpj“

Thn npxt pltch was ilsn a chlmney,_WLth 1 ch ckstﬁne;

’Aﬁat tho.tnp, but wlth a_'Wﬁrmholo! bphlnﬂ thL_H,1 }n“.

wgfstirtlnﬂ the chlmnoy.,'ﬂn reuchln

:uchlmncy started frqm a 10dpn abnut 20 fpﬂt lbﬂVP.th

:]fan! was fur morc dlfflcult tn cllmbty_:;g

 lcduL tlll Vn._2 had_

Jolned hlm and



Iﬁuntaln, was also_cl“

ng frnm shock'rconsoquontfunon the

foodnwe hqd an@;wlshL




: dlsnosr»d 0ur=wlvp

NOTES :




Tkt




